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Introduction 


The attempt of ne United States government 
to assassinate Cuban premier Fidel Castro as well 
vas other foreign leaders during the turbulent dere, 
of the 1960s shocked and disgusted the American | 
citizen. When sources disclosed that the Central 
| Intelligence Agency (hereinafter "CIA") intentionally — 
ores and received the assistance of various 


members of organized crime, ta Cosa Nostra, in the 

mee! a aN srg ; ; 

furtherance of such pléts, more outrage prevailed, 
f \ 


Civilized society simply did. not and does not condone ae 


‘ 4 ; VW“_o™ 


such sees. as.a legitimate instrument OF foreign 
policy. : There is no excuse; no rationalization. 
aoe effect a influence of these actions 
did not stop, however, with invoking the disdain of 
ene. American public and world. These assassination. 
aerate gave birth to ‘the haunting ‘theory that - 
Fidel Castro orchestrated the assassination of - 
President John ae Kennedy in defensive retaliation | 


for the plots on his life. 
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in its Final (ooo in April, 


1976,. the Senate Select ‘Committee to ‘Study Governmental, 


operat ene with ReSHeRE to Si ac neeiwiees 


(hereinafter uSsc") responded to this theory. 


In this. Report, the SSC focused on itwe Opere THOUS 


of the CIA which may nave provoked Cas tro into 


eat init. First, the SSC documented the joint 
effort of the CIA and a a Crime to eliminate 
Castro. Second, ine SSC examined the nature and extent 
of the CIA AMLASH operation. The ‘ssc concluded its 


analysis with the. statement that “fEshe Committee 


believes the Reve Garr should continue in certain 


areas, and for that reason does not meach any. final 


ss 


This analysis ks an attempt to make such 


-.conclusions. It is not the purpose of ine Soma inees. 


every 


of this material to ies review tae detailg of 





the CIA-Mafia plots‘ or of the AMLASH Oper aerOny tO | 


resolve all of the conflicting viewpoints of the | 


ssc and the CIA in regard to oe SMDOE ESRC’ oF ‘the 
- Various operations, or to subject anyone ‘to moral, 


7 bonguss1 setae Instead, this material first. seeks” 
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to present a comprehensive review of the CIA 
"operation AMLASH and of ene involvement or ‘potential 
involvement of organized crime in the CIA operations 


against Castro during 1960- 1963. From this review 


n” 





_ certain ae and conclusions are then drawn / 
concerning the nature, scope, and ramifications of 
these operations. | | 
a 5A BACKGROUND MATERTAL ~ RELEVANT SUMMARY | 
A. CIA-Mafia eo | 
The genesis of the utilization of the United 
States criminal syndicate by the CIA to attempt cS | 
| assassinate Castro is placed by ene 1967 Report of ine! 
Inspector General as occurring during a conversation | 
between the Deputy Director of Plans, ‘Richard Bissell, | 
and chee Director. of Seer Colonel sheffield lene. 
These plots sieenaad frompi96o until early 1963 an | 


™ 


can pe divided into two stages.” The first stage 


we co occurred from August, 1960 until April, L961, arid 
Don : can bese be termed as Phase I or theapre- Bay of Pigs 
_ o°: : VR Be - | 
period. From April, 1961 until EOEC 1961 iene CIA 


takes Ge position that the plots” were dormant. 
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In late 1961 ic CIA decided ba eee 
the CIA-Mafia plots, then creating aes IT, and 
~ : kept Paar active until late 1962 or early 1963. 
During the initial stages of Phase 1; Edwards 


assigned the specific task of locating the proper 


4y 
4 


persons to assassinate Castro to & , “aie 


‘S8Sqnne lube wae Chief of the Operational Support 


: ae | 
Division of the SeFice of Security. Both men 
7 in Sperten| cunputcle . 
agreed that CieoRRSE! should contact Robert A. Maheu, 


whom the CIA had previously used in several covert 


operations, to recruit the necessary pe Seamer. a 
| ~ 10 
Maheu subsequently contacted Roselli, uno 


we» chert 
in ont Bysakd dase Deneeun a eae wn: to - 


th © picaXrrrs\ Ao mp gue Chi 2 iT) w ' Le wr | : 
eae aS “Sam Gold" and "Joe. CteamEEEL says” 


he, along with Maheu, later discovered the true identities 
of these persons to be Sam Giancana and Sane Trafficante, 


12 
sie aceivele. 


After meeting several times in Miami and ‘deciding | 
upon petaon pills as ene method Of. assassination, the 
1967 IG Report Sontenas that Trafficante made the | 


arrangements for the assassination of Castro’ with 


one.of his contacts inside Cuba on one of the trips . 


— 
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he allegedly made to Havana, Cuba. ** This contact 


was ae eee gem Cuban official ane held a POS Eton 


close to Castro. 14. 7 a : — . - 


‘The 1967 IG Report new states that ‘Roselli 


‘passed. the pills to ‘rafficante.15 | Roselli subsequently 


| ‘ep Cho offven) 
told Of Connell that the pills were delivered pata 


ee al 
- Pee 


in Cuba. em SUPeronely retained the pills for 


a few weeks and then resumed them since nS was” unable 


to fulfill any pian.”? Gabewas no “longer ina 


position to Kidd Castro because he had lost nis Cuban 
| ia 


post. 
| awe ddr Fe an | | 
"4 With Geass unable to perform, the s dicate ciethie 


looked elsewhere. Roselli next told oa: 





sometime during early ney that Trafficante new 


a man "prominent in the Cuban exile movement Roe 





could secomold sh the job, 
19 : | 
5 same ice eas | agter receiving approval, Trafficante 
: Yo Cdeie she ley by | | 
“approached Verora about assassinating Castro and 
emule Uo, ha. 20 © 
‘reported that Vewona was Sa pe , The 1967 MG 
> per (Wn) ) iT 
Fe Cocuaiioua: laed in i ectbuted pills 


(ha enlle leva, 


nan: eventually EoSCnes VGREOIRSY . 





Report states that 


-_ 
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ans activity concluded the pre-Bay.of | 
Pigs phase of the plots. The 1967° IGR does not 


| Achiad. 
document anya attempt to ess 





iss administer ‘the 
piiecke Castro. 


“The 1967 IGR relates that Sey a period 
22 z afk 
of apparent dormancy, Bissell directed William ; 


Harvey in approximate November of 1961 to | 
s 239 og at fle beast 

reactivate the CIA-Mafia plots. 
| 24 0 0 = , os 
introduced Harvey to Roselli. - During this phase, 





therefore 


the CIA decided against using Giancana or Trafficante; 
instead, a person referred to as “MEgEO’ entered the 


plot as ‘the person who would help provide Castro. 
25 | 
contacts. ° In ‘waaitien, ne plots still utilized. 
——- Cur A e?ile @ Car | ; 7 

the services of ie Sae SE ETSTTA . : 





Even though the plots no longer included 

qh | ae “‘Trafficante and Giancana, the CIA admi ted that 
: . ; 4 = 
Roselli most likely REDE them informed. bie 7 


Yeeh.. 


A wet ioe estedin The 1967 ek Ana’ "Sift would be naive naive 


pC ny thew assume that Roselli did not take the precaution of | 
a SA ary informing higher- ups in the syndicate that ie was : 
| ok —_ ae _ working ina | territory iconetdeusd to DE the. private 


‘selina Sepia wel 


i : . a: ' : : , e . “op wet Sad” Ane 2s 

. : ae : - ut . : : i ee ae 
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| _ 3 27 
domain of someone else in the syndicate. a 


In June of 1962 Roselli reported to° ees 
Whe vee er| lesa 
that Verorre dispatched a three-man team: into Cuba 
- with the general assignment of recruiting others 
to kill Castro, and, if the opportunity arose, to 
| 28 
kill him themsleves, neyec through | the use Of pills. 
In . September of 1962, Roselli reported to acs 
in Miami ae the "medicine" was reported in plage, = 
. Ne evile t wate 
shew the three-man team was safe, and that Hemera 
was prepared to dispatch another three- ~man aan 
29 
to- infiltrate Castro's bodyguard. 2 December, 
1962, Roselli and Harvey agreed ee not much seemed ic 
be eg aa and by February, 1963, hevweg?beunmnaeed 
s a mS | - 
the plets. 
Be The Las Vegas Wiretap Incident 
—— Te 
3 The (1967 IGR also mentioned an event that 
“OGCUREEA during eee I of the CIA- -Mafia plots which : 
oper bee: in the. first dissemination of the details 
of the Blot to persons other than the ones involved a 
+ ie the operation. On October 31, 1960, eae Vegas 


police arrested Arthur J. Balletti, an employee ofa 


Florida investigator | named over DuBois, for placing 
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Subsequent investigation determined that Robert A. 


-Maheu authorized the eines and possibly the 


wiretap of the subject involved and that -Maheu robably 


a2 


acted on behalf of Giancana and the CIA. 


ee violation of the wiretap statuteplaced 


the case under paneeay jurisdiction and the FBI soon. 


_ began an investigation. In the course of this: 


investigation, Maheu informed the FBI that he 


instituted ie seca on behalf OF-ClA efforts | 


to obtain Cuban intelligence ignshas td the hoodLun 


element, Gneiuaing Giancana. In.its efforts to 


prevent the prosecution of cache Maheu, and an. 


unidentified individual known as J. W. Harrison, the — 


CIA eventually told the Justice Department the details 


of Phase I of the CIA-Mafia plots to Kill Castro..cier 


oe mask aecuredely 


bee can best be related ‘through the following 


ee 


qu 


memorandum from J. Edgar. Hoover to ReLeriey 
34 
-. General Ramsey Clark /quoted in part/: | 


Blank letterhead memorandum ¢ % OP 67 


TO: Attorney General | 
FROM: Director, FBI © 


TOP SECRET 


/Attorney General Robert Kennedy/ indicated 
that a few days prior to /5-9-62/ he had been 
advised by the CIA that Robert A. Maheu had 
been hired by the CIA to approach Sam Giancana 
with a proposition of paying $150,000 to hire 
gunmen to go into Cuba and kill Castro. He. 
further stated CIA admitted having assisted Maheu 
in making the "bugging" installation in Las Vegas 
which uncovered this clandestine operation and for 
this reason CIA could not afford to have any action 
taken against Giancana or Maheu. Mr. Kennedy stated 
that upon learning CIA had not cleared its action 
in hiring Maheu and Giancana with the Department of 
| Justice, he issued orders that the CIA should never ~ 
again take such steps without first checking | | 
with the Department of Justice, aor : 


Mr. Kennedy further advised that because of this. 
matter it would be very difficult to initiate any 
prosecution against Giancana, as Giancana could 
immediately bring out the fact the United. States 
Government had approached him to arrange for thé’. 
assassination of Castro. He stated the same was 
true concerning any action we might take against 
Maheu for any violation in which he ee become 
involved. 

| | : ee 
In summary, the Las Vegas: wiretap Gmsarsbt 


forced. the. “CIA to. acknowledge the existence of the 


-CIA- Mafia picts to non-CIA vee officials 


REVIEW ED BY FBI/JEK TASK FORCE 
| on 14 94 | Gab 
RA RELEASE IN FULL. 


C1 RELEASE IN PART - 
C) TOTAL DENIAL“ pases 
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and provided the first occasion for participants 
to manipulate the operation to prevent prosecution. 


C. Robert Maheu and the Long Committee 


The next major event related Lo — CIA- 
Mafia plots occurred in 1966 nea ees used his 
Cayonuenent with the CIA to avoid testifying before 
senator edward Long' Ss. Committee which was Pagesei gating 


35 
invasions ee privacy - The attorney for BSnuss 


| Edward Pierpont Morgan, informed the House Select 


Committee on Assassinations (hereinafter the "Committee" 


oe Maheu contacted him saving the oan of 1966 and. 


‘said he was going to be called before the hols 


Committee in conjunction with the “Morganthau investiga- 
o6 Sa 
tion. _ -Maheu then informed Morgan of the plots and 


suggested that any testimony might necessarily pees his - 
377 S5Sb . 


: previous covert activities with the CIA. | Morgan 


then contacted Senator ‘Long and Lawrence fens con, the 


General Counsel ‘to the (CIA, to reiterate Maheu's. 


concerns in an apparently successful effort to block | 


Seta ee 


any testimony. 





D. -Roselli Efforts to Avoid Prosecution 
ee ee CEL OR 


The SSC ts that. in May, 1966, the’ FBI 
pt 
threatened to Meneek Roselli ‘for | living in the 


aed States under an as ae name unless. he 39 


-~ 


cooperated in an investigation of the Mafia‘! 
The SSC then. states that Roselli contacted Edwards 


who subsequently. spoke to the FBI in cone to 
3R.40 a 


Roselli. | 
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“optaekes Harvey, who was no longer a CIA employee, 


The SSC reports that Roselli again contacted 
CIA sources in an effort to thwart prosecution nen 


Roselli was arrested 6x fraudulent gambling activities 
} 3 : 
at the Friars Club in Beverly Hills in 1967. Roselli 


: Unde SO : UMS VCC@RE 
to represent el Harvey subsequently attempt 
| om 


6 influence the cts into preventing the prosecution 


The Justice Department, however, eae aay convicted 


5 


eud 


Roselli Gor a violation of the interstate gambling 


Tavs. 


bly 
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BE. Debut ae the Retaliation. on Theory 


The genesis. of this theory can ee Sceripucea 7 


ce an interview that ‘Premier Castro held on 


September. ae 1963, with Associated Press reporter 


Daniel Harker. In that interview, Castro warned 


against the United States “apesns terrorist pean. 


to eliminate Cuban leaders." . He stated, according 


to Harker, that United states eee wool be in ce dee | 


if aca > a any attempt to eliminate the leaders 
| ly | , | 


af | 
of asa In early vamuary if aware | Morgan ebergecuce 


Drew Pearson, related the background Of the plots, 


posed the ‘possibility that the plots eur have provoked 


a Castro retaliation, and asked Pearson to inform 


I> ~44- (no No. +3 


Chief Justice Barl Warren of ihe operation. 


Warren subsequent ly informed Secret Service Director | 


informed the Committee that Roselli initially apbroached 


Ain complaining at excessive FBI surveillance ever 7 
OD-~46 


Since he eo been involved in (this: patriotic venture. 


Roselli also informed Morgan eee casero had retaliated 


James J. Rawley who “in turn notified the: PBie © Morgan” 


for these plots by assassinating President Kennedy. 60) : 


. ‘ ’ 
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ee ered Enis’ information the FBI 
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ep 

‘te 4 

~ .. 
Aa] ° 
we 


Meeides not Eee panes investigate ‘the ae 
| Following the publication of the Jack Anderson | 
and Drew Pearson eis. of March 3 and i 1967, 

however, where the peony of retaliation first 


gained public notoriety, President Johnson euderen 


“AB 


. the’ PBI to investigate the matter. The PBI 


consequently interviewed Edward Morgan ‘on March 20, 


1967. Morgan informed the PBI that he. represented 


clients that were reasonable individuals who entered 


into | a project that they understood. to have high 


--. governmental backing and which involved the assassina-~ 


Lot a 
tion of Fidel wee. | ore then stated that his .- 


ergents had reason to eueacet that castro learned. 


of these plots and killed proeident ee in 


Sh 5% 
retaliation. 


The ae ee ee resulted in President 
Johnson acquiring a personal interest. in the * 
retaliation theory which prompted CIA Director Richard _ - 

. 52.26. 


Helms to prepare a report on = assassination plots. 


Bs 1967 ‘IGR 
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“On wane 23, 1267 Director Be Oe eenoG oo 


2. he CIA Inspector General to prepare a report on 
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6) S53. 
the CIA assassination plots. This report. detailed 


| mus on , Che. 
the accounts of various CTIAgoperations against SS 
cael an analysis of the CIA-Organized Crime 


plots and nc AMLASH operation. The IGR also. 


examined the 1960 Las Vegas pe als incident. 


In reference the AMLASH operation, the 


IGR elaeed AMLASH' s activities in “Madrid, Spain | 


in late 1964 and early 1965, where AMLASH was meeting - 


: £5 54 2 
with Meer Artime. The ICR further noted that | 


Rafael. Garcia— -Bongo, a founee lawyer for Santo 4 io 


Trafficante, was’ in Madrid, epaa in March, (1965. 


Bongo claimed to be in. contact with aieeigent Cuban 
BS. Led , ~ 
neeeaey leaders, including AMLASH. 


In neil, Anderson once again published 
dnt ounatdon pronortng Pae 26 WAT wed on: cheery in two 
articles dated January 18, and 19. “These: articles. 


exhibited more detail, “relating. ee seein: assassins 


- made it toa rooftop within shooting distance of 


Castro Re esEe Belng apprehended, ~ sone. this event 


re in late February or early March, 1963, 
that Robert ee! at least condoned the CIA- 
Mafia plots, and that Roselli delivered poison 
':'pills to be used in killing Castro to a contact at isf 


S60 se 
the: Miami Beach Fountainbley Hotel on March 13, 1961. 


H. Rosell} Go 
poe ee CAEL OT 


”~ 


‘In 1971, ae same year that Anderson peices sa 
additional information on the plots, the CIA contacted 
the Immigration and Naturalization cence Department. oS. 

A Of Justice, in an attempt to prevent information on | 
CIA operations from being disclosed ‘in the event INS 
brought deportation proceedings against Roselli. 
The SSC stated in its Interim Report,. released in. 
November, 1975, that the deportation order. was still | 
in the process of being litigated. — ‘Tn August, a 


(1976, authorities discovered Roselli! S. butchered | 


_ body stuffed in an of]. drum and floating in Miami's 


Y 


‘Biscayne Bay. ° His colleague in the plots to kill 


Castro, Sam Giancana, had been shot to death in 


Ces) 


his home in June, 1975 vecmue > 
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affiliated in any way with the CIA. (")? 


The SSC identified the AMLASH operation, , 
ONE! as being "clearly different" from the under- 


ss i ‘O3- eo) 
one plots. The SSC stated that AMLASH was in 


progress at the time of ‘the Soo go one aony that it 


could sees be traced to the CIA, and that AMLASH' s 


on 7 sein LOK (Hee yee been endorsed by the CIA, 
Gt ~64- 


the initial step being the assassination of Castro. | 
The ssc cautioned, however, that it: saw "no. evidence | 





that Fidel Castro or others in che Cuban government 
plotted President. Kennedy’ S assassination in retaliation 
eed | 
for U. s. Jeeenaesose against Cuba. 


AS related in the Introduction oe. this material, 


the ssc did not reach ane ‘conclusion because a. : 
R-66, 





| bearcved nai etoner: investigation needed to occur: 
| TASK Force ae’ 
J. The CIA 1977 Cosme Sear] Report 


Stung. by the Senate criticism and the rippling | 


Sefece that Book V pause in the media, the CiA . 
enero : 


19-77 ae ; 
prepared a comprehensive report in EMG Aisigned 
to br, at isaet within the CIA, the critical 


quest fons postulated in ie SSC Final Report. 
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| F | 
The By +68 identifies a principal theme 
of Book V as the possibility that Castro retaliated 
-against the United States for attempts on his Life 


-and that the CIA Oper snets may have specifically 
72. ay ox | 
caused any such actions by Castro. In responding 


to this ane the CIA decided to perform the 
| following: _ | ow 


1)’. to conduct a fulMreview of information 
and operations | the Cuban target to 
identify any activity that might relate 

-to the assassination of President Kennedy, 
and 7 | 


2) . to review the possibility that CIA 
| activities against Cuba did, by their 
nature, cause Castro to order the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy . 7272 : 


ep 





oe ne oa of the are thoroughly 
‘related in this material because no source has 
previously publicly released them. 
i. Sy ndiene o Oneest cons: | | | _ © 8 
| Before analyzing the AMLASH operations, the 
CIA first relatea new considerations pertaining to he; 
syndicate operations. The "ER refers to a series 
oe articles written by Paul Meskill and appearing 
; in ‘the New York Daily News in April, 1975, | 
| In these. eerie Meskill described how 


Been Fiorini, ‘gear known as Sturgis, allegedly 
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also attracted the attention of the cra 


wt le 


“| 
| “1.92. 
recruited Marie. Lorenz to spy on Castro. and 


how Sturgis ieee 





and planned ie use him 
15 193. 


. in a bombing assassination OL Castro. Meskill 
asserted that Sturgis claimed he had been a avad 


operatiOn)\for the CIA for at least a decade and that 


Sturgis was in touch with all the casino operators eee 
in Havana during the period of the Castro wees 
fn another article on June ee 1976, Meskill. heraeed: 
the claim OF Marie Lorenz that. in the fall ne 1960. 


Frank Sturgis, acting fox the CIA, gave her two. 


omen eee of poison Pouce anwen she was to sprinkle 


TIQ « “3 P 
in some food or drink of Castro... 
TER | | 
The writers of the ESEE-TOR were quite concerned. 


rose 
With ties Seeenitons because Gemeatt s name had 


publiciy surfaced) in SohnecuiGn: with a. Castes assassina— - 
covelc Axes i. aN Sets co tiga 4 7 
tion plot before the SSC ¥E&& 3 aap the. CIA~ . 


ee) 






Ses ie alu 
organized crime plotsys ee 
Av 1 in! . 


poison.Castrongave~ Achre OEE LOLI CASE™COLCASETO | 


who: may. have, nats ivedekickbacks-from=thenganbiang: 


interestorl the Ponce ay that @xee was involved 


in assassination plots other than the CIA. operation 


Mme 
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‘In reference to Sturgis’ allegation that he 


ee been a eee operator for the CIA LO a decade 


_ 


“T fe 
' the Loamee asserted that "he was in contact with 


some of the Cit Cuban employees in the Miami area,. - 
a oe aed 
but had no direct BEA OpSEDE with the Agency. . 


TER 
The: 2a recognizes that Sturgis, eheonch Hee gamb Ling 


activities and relationships with various casino owners, 
may quite possibly have known Osa , ena also raises 


the question of whether Sturgis may have been a source 


of information to Castro regarding Cegcctensten S participation 


“E38. 


an any assassination plot. 


In eavemonee to the Lorenz- Suede poison ea 
ia mas 





noted the similarity of this plot - 
ay Mera Taniica OF aE y: a oa yi int +p t<. i Ces stra OQ 


to the devaias in 1 the 18 October 1960 FBI pend) bi 


- oe i 


a 


The CIA concluded that this October date 1s too early 


for the CIA syndicate operations and that therefore 
Od. Cad. 
the. syndicate may have been acting independently. 


The CIA also. eonciuaea that Ante 





the Cuban exile leader active in the CIA syndicate 


epevations. may nage already poet active in Soe: 
BR 


with the Mafia when the CIA approached ue 


nae ee ee ie Soaps NE ee the ae 8 . Sen Ce oe nce err 
Gi ‘ 


. »: 
A me ee tet ee De ee Ge Te Re eT Ae ee trae mde mk eS come meen 
- 


ae es eae | a le aa 
“it The CIA cited two FBI memorandum as support. 


oe a 21 December 1960 ‘meiorandum pertaining to 
underworld support for some Cubans, and Second, a 
18 January 1961 memorandum peed an unconfirmed — 
report that Visser? was one of the Cubans receiving * 


Veh 


Support. 





The cra [Further] acknowleaged ‘that although 
the. operation with the Mafiacwas suspended after 


the Bay of Pigs,- it appeared to still be in progress 
oe, 
i? 

when Hesechigated:. in April, 1962. s 


TE ie, 


The Sa ‘Summarized its position concerning | 


non-Crs sponsored syndicate operations in the following | 


passage: | | a Be — a : 


Te is SOSEtbIE that CIA simply. found} - 
itself involved in providing additional 
resources for independent operations that 

the syndicate already had underway.../ Liv 

a sense CIA may have been piggy- backing on 
the syndicate and in addition to its material — 
contribution was also Supplying an aura of | : 
Opec al SenGEton, ~ Be 


2. AMLASH 
TCA. 
The MERZ states the: SSC suggests that -AMLASH 


was possibly a Castro agent assigned a provacation. so ian, 


. . ” - . 
* * : . ; : ; 2 
- S- e se fe ~ ~ oe ae apa cecal 5 er ae 

‘ . = . . . ; . - 7 cote oye “ eae 2 

° J . vs, - * yeh fate 5 or cn i Sg Pi le Fe. 
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mission which would then justify Petal att Ong. 10K, 


in the alternative, that AMLASH waS a security . 


risk through which details of the plotting may-have 


surfaced to, Castro thus providing ne impetus for 


47-86. gar ar eee & 


provocation. Additionally, the ER cites the 


.SSC as holding that in either case, AMLASH should | 


“8. % 
f NUS 
have been reported to the Warren Coinmission. | BY 
Aaa “88. 
ite 3eat contends neither theory 1s AcGrrecr, 


stating that the relationship between the CIA and 


_AMLASH before the death of President Kennedy was so 


"unsubstantial and inconclusive that it provided nO 


eee for AMLASH/1 to feel that he had any tangible. 


B2970 © 
CIA. support for plotting agatase Castro. = * 


In support the “Bis proceeds £6: narrate: oT | 


"Agency" Ss understanding of the operation, on ‘August l7, 


1962, the case officer. for AMLASH reported that he 


"fnas/ no intention wee giving AMLASH/17- physical 
elimination mission as requirement but recognize 


this ‘Las/ something he could or might try to carry . 
| HO : 


out on his. own ties - - Headquarters replied 
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the next aay, "Strongly. concur that no physical 
Rite 
elimination mission be given AMLASH/1. ‘From 


August 29, 1962 until September, 1963 the CIA states. 
se 92 f+, 
At dia not have any. contact with AMLASH . , - = 


On September 7, 1963 the CIA Peet eea the. 
following cable: 


AMLASH still #eeke there only. two ways 
accomplish change either inside job or 
invasion he realistic enough to realize | 
latter out of question. According AMWHIP, 
“AMLASH still 1 R54" for. Us S. reveal 
pian of action. 


the fam” notes that the SSC interpreted "inside job" 


as referring Lo an oPeratron against. Cases ne ree. 






however, says is .weears to a Sencras 


94 es 1 5 
how to effect change. 7? The 3@® also states that at: 


pOncey neg 


this point Book Vv says: "characterizat ion of this meee | 
| BD. : 
of the AMLASH operation is disputed. mo The CIA. 
| exis leel 
contends that any dispute only Geeks in ene. hs of the 
| “B6a7 | — | | : 
~ SSC. | a a rn: ee 
| TF | | | 


The “$%R next comments: on an ne of 


—P 


Gistte by AP ‘reporter Daniel Harker in which castro 


said that anti-Castro terrorists had the support of 
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' what the. SSC characterized as assassination plots.— 
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Rae ne tee eee ee ee eee 


BGG are CS | 
U. S. leaders. The “EGR states that the Book Vv 


implies that AMLASH/1 may have. reported to Castro 44 
oR. Ege ; : “98 


The CIA response is that "Castro's remarks at that 


time could not pee stemmed from anything ca to 


-AMLASH/1 by CIA officers as they proposed nothing 


ana undertook nothing. "100. | 7 Cobed 


On October | ll, 1963. pee case Oeerro, Sy *% 


| headquarters and said that AMLASH/1 claimed te ave 


. the necessary people ‘and. equipment to overthrow 


100 TMH. 
Castro without U. S. assistance. {Gf OFS October as 7 
3 | 101 coe 
1963 Desmond Fitzgerald met AMLASH/1 in Paris. io. | 


Xecords 


At this. meeting the CIA maintains . that Fitzgerald 


rejected AMLASH's request ae an assassination weapong 


specifically, a high powered rifle with a telescopic. 
be2 THR 


lens. 19°? The _ contends fae at this point it) - 


was clear fia AMLASH was informed that er ui 


be no U. S. assistance ena after the facty which 


is contrary to the SSC statement in coon V to the 


effect that it was uncertain ‘nea: AMLASH interpreted - 
| 1-03 3 
the put-off by Fitzgerald. /o4- 
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On November L9, 1963, Fitzgerald approved 





EE 2 - | . : eres 
a ooTed AMLASH/1 that he would be given a cache \ 


inside Cuba and that a high- ~oowered rifle with a 
scope’ would be included upon ican: ae a) oe 
; ye a 
November 20 the case officer informed AMLASH that Fhe 
he would be receiving the meeting he tas 


This meeting occurred on November. 22.407 


Tes 


The EGR ‘summarized ene significance of these 
‘contacts | with AMLASH as related to the aonRenEA Ons 
_ in Book V in the ps teiinG passage: 


Whatever the relationship with AMLASH/1 
following the death of President. Kennedy, 
there is every indication that during... 
President Kennedy's life AMLASH/1 had no 

basis for believing that he had CIA support) 
for much of anything. -Were he a. provocateur 

reporting to Castro, or if he was merely 
careless and leaked what he knew, he had no 
factual basis for leaking or reporting ANY 
actual CIA plot directed against. EAStNOs a 
i | 
Finally, in reply to ie SSC allegation that - 


the CIA inadequately responded to the Warren Cémissren S 
request for all Ones relevant siWeSEneTOn; the 


THEIL. 
er observed: . 
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While one can understand tpday why the - 

Warren Commission limitedfits inquiry 

to. normal avenues of investigation, it = 
would have served to re-inform the. credibility © 
of its effort. had it taken a broader view. 

of the matter. CIA, too, could have considered 
in specific terms what most saw in general 

terms - the possibility of Soviet or Cuban 


involvement in the assassination (JFK) because se 
of tensions of the time...The Agency should 67. 


have taken broader initiatives, then, as well." 


K. Recent Anderson: Articles = . 
Hecent Anderson Articles “sack 
In September 1976 and October, 1978,%Anderson 


again published articles which propounded the retaliation 


theory. i!0 In addition, for the first time Anderson | 


puse ery. Sao so dy eee Jo28 Roselli served as. his. source 


for the retaliation enesey in all oe the. articles - 


‘published through the years. — 


The September Te 19°76 article appearing ‘an: 


the Washington Post contains all components of the 


retaliation theory. This states: 


Mafia mobster John Roselli may. 
have taken the secret of the John F. 
Kennedy assassination with him to his 
_death. He was brutally murdered a_ 

few weeks ago, his hacked up body . 
stuffed into an oil drum and Gumped: 
into Miami's Biscayne Bay- 


‘Before he died, Roselli Hineed. to 
associates that he knew who had arranged 
President Kennedy's murder. It was the — 
same conspirators he suggested,whom he had 
recruited earlier to kill Cuban Premier 

Fidel Castro. : 


| By Roselli's cryptic account, Castro 
learned the identity of the underworld 
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‘contacts in Havana who had been trying 
to knock him off. He believed, not 


altogether without basis, that President. 


Kennedy. was behind the plot.. 


The Cuban leader, as the supreme 
itrony, decided to turn the tables and 
use the same crowd to arrange Kennedy's 
assassination according to Roselli's 
scenario. To save their skins, the. 
plotters lined up Lee Hervey Oswald to 
pull the Eenggee: 


Roselli could never be pained down 


on names or details. It was also difficult 


to assess whether he knew what he was talking 
about or whether he merely described what he 
thought might have happened. Certainly there’ 

iS no real evidence to support Roselli's © 

story. .But there are enough curious circumstances 
to justify telling it. Here are the facinating 
highlights. 7 * 


The ruggedly nandsone Roselli, a. Cidinena 
mobster with underworld contacts in Havana, 
was recruited by the Central Intelligence Agency 
in 1960 to assassinate Castro. -He had no 


authority, however, over the underworld elements: 


in Havana. 


“They were under the loose control of Florida's 
Mafia chieftan, Santos Trafficante. His gambling 
enterprises in Havana had been closed down 
by Castro after the 1959 revolution. In fact, 
Trafficante had been lodged for a period in a. 


Cuban jail, an indignity that ‘didn’ t endear 
.Castro: to him. | 


After Trafficante made it back to his | | 
Florida haunts, he left part of his organization - 


behind in Havana. Some of his henchmen even 


managed to develop contacts in Castro's inner 
circle. These were the people Rosetta wanted | 


-.to use to knock off Castro. 


- 98, rape 
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But Roselli didn't have the stature 


inside the Mafia to make the necessary. 


arrangements with Trafficante. So 
Roselli called in his patron, the Chicago 
godfather Same (Momo) Giancana, to deal 
with Trafficante. 


As Roselli's associates tell it, He > 
persuaded Giancana that it would be to 
their advantage to win the good will of 
the CIA. Convinced, Giancana flew down to 
Florida to make the preliminary arrangements. | 


Once Giancana and Trafficante set = up, 


“Roselli used the Havana underworld to plot 


Castro's demise. At first, they tried to plant 
poison pills, supplied by the CIA, in Castro's 
food. . The pills would have made it appear that 
he died of natural causes. When this failed, 


- snipers were dispatched toa Havana eqoeeers 
They were ours 7 


The word eeasnae Roselli ae some of the Sineesre 


had been tortured and ae Castro had Learned about 
the. mon Spererson 7 


The CIA called off the Roselli Sperarien in 
March, 1963, but recruited a Castro associate, 
Rolando Cubela, to murder Castro. © bie 


-In’an impromptu,. three-hour interview with 


“Associated Press reporter Daniel Harker, Castro 


indicated that he knew about the attempts on his. 


life and warned that: Us4S% leaders also 


a kee 
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ene not be safe. That was Sept. 7, 
1963. | oo 7 | 


eT to Roselli, Castro enlisted 

the same underworld elements whom he had 

caught plotting against him. They supposedly 
' were Cubans from the old Trafficante organiza- 

tion. Working with Cuban intelligence, they 

allegedly lined up an ex-Marine sharpshooter, 

Lee Harvey Oswald, who had been active in the 

pro- Castro movement. 


According to Roselli's version, Gsuaia 
may have shot Kennedy or may have acted as a. 
decoy while Others ambushed him from closer 
range. When Oswald was picked up, Roselli 
suggested, the underworld conspirators feared 
he would crack and disclose information that 
might lead to them. This almost certainly would 
have brought a massive U. S. crackdown on the_ 
Mafia. re 


So Jack Ruby was ordered to eliminate Oswald, 

making it appear as an act of reprisal against | 

. the President's killer. At least this is how | 
Roselli explained the tragedy in Dallas. - 


| Several key CIA officials Beideyed that Castro 
was behind the Kennedy oe ae : 


It has ues been established that . Jack Ruby, 
~ indeed, had been in Cuba and had connections © 
in the Havana underworld. One CIA cable, _ 
dated Nov. 28, 1963, reported that "an American 
gangster type named Ruby" had visited Trafficante © 
in his Cuban prison. rr er 2 | 
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investigated this material to 
determine what conclusions can be ascertained 
concerning the nature, scope, and remifications 
of these A eeaions. In this regard, various 


issues are presented.in the following sections, 


subjected to analysis, and then resolved according. | 


to available evidence, probable motivations and 


the most logical inferences.. us | 
. | . oe | errors 
To fulfill this process, the HSA reviewed 


material from numerous governmental sources that 





4. Sam Giancana 


pertained to the persons and’operations relevant _ 7. 
to the investigation. These persons included: 
“1. ‘John Roselli - <i principal in CIAVO.C/: 
Je | operation | Nee 
2. Santo Trafficante ; : - principal in CIA-O.C. | 
| : 7 oO operation - 
(> Antonio de Verona | _- principal in-CIA-0.C. 
| rr aa Se 2 Bae 7 - operation | 
in tA-0.C.°° 3" 





. “4 
7. . 
“ee : . 
“Te 
7 hme 


5. Robert Maheu 39 oe principal in CIA-0.C. 
_ : | es - Operation. — 
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Michael McLaney 


Samuel Benton 


Norman Rothman 


John Martino 


Edward P. Morgan 


Edward K. Moss 


Dino Cellini 


Richard Cain 
Charles Tourine 
Rafael "Macho" 
eyelis ee Miyar 
Jorge Alonso uae 
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Wherever applicable and desirable, cre aca Connie, 
Sines interviewed or deposed Cyees eensonev es 
‘subpoenaed ‘them to give testimony before -Comnittee 
members. | | | 
The government sources nies cee EBSA | ee cc e 


-_ 


requested -and reviewed esa were: 


ies Central neal Deeenee. Roney: 

Bis, Federal Suresu of Investigation | ae 7 ot 

3. Drug BAboucenent Agency *. | 

4. Department of Defense 

5. Department ae Sears 

6. Department of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 

7. United States Customs Service : 
| 8. ind geation and Naturalization Service 

9. United Shacae Senate ‘Countess on | Intelligence — 
10. ‘Unite States Secret Service 
11. Chicago Crime Commission 

42. deniesae Police Department 

13. . New York Police Department 


14. Public Safety Department, Organized evine: 
| aoa: “Dade County, Florida 


15. Cuban Government 
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In the majority of instances, review 


of any material at these sources and any statements 


from individuals were not pertinent to any 


assassination plots against Castro, particularly 


: and 
the CIA-Organized Crime em the AMLASH operations. 


cs, almost all relevant information acquired 
was already known through the ssc investigation 
and the CIA Inspector General Report® For | this 


reason the following analysis represents conclusions 
| ers, 
| Peenespalty derived from information subs tantively 


ome ee 


or 


the same as that which the SSC and CIA previously > 


TO ee ate enna tot yh woe? 


oe Comealtet. oe 
considered! Consequently, the eneesy ANVESUIGat TON. 
| Prey TUL AL | 
resulted in additionalacorroboration of this informa- 
TOE: 


tion on. a diversity of sources. ou What remained 
‘ (ALE oe o . ; 
to be drawn axe the conclusions. 


B. Issues Pertaining to the 
AMLASH Operation 


ae I The Committee. found no nee that the 


a Ke \ : 

| 
{AY sa AMLASH apeneeacn PP Overee Premier Castro to assassinate 
fe | | } 
i ae. {_ President: Kennedy. in retaliation. 
‘ eae | 

7 : | 
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The Committee has received - equally Peretaelve 


evidence and therefore cannot state whether ERE 





4 AMLASH operation prior to the death of President --.., 
ue Kennedy can be characterized as an assassination 
sere ° ; ' wo 
plot. 7 oe 
= eg . - 


‘Richard Helms, the former Director of the 
CIA,. in his Poe nOny, before this Committee stated - 
that the AMBASH operation was not designed ue be 
| Lete- 
an assassination plot. [lt : As already indicated, 
TF & 
the ESTP-TER concluded that AMLASH had "no factual 
basis for leaking or reporting: any actual CIA oe 
aeeceted: against Castro" euning President Kennedy's 
_ “EES me 8 | 
Lite... ‘9 
Joseph Langosch, the Chief of " Counterintelligence 
for the CIA's Special Affairs Staff in. 1963, the 
component responsible for CIA: operations directed 
against the Government of oupe and the Cuban Intelligence 
Services, offered a contrasting view to_ the testimony 
of Mr. Helms and the assertions of the LSF7-EOR. 
‘Desmond Fitzgerald headed the Special Affairs Staff | 
| — sbO8Aé 


which was responsible for the AMLASH operation. 


tn an affidavit to ene Committee, Longosch PaeAT Tee 


that: 





by SCA 


I”) 
is EC rel ley 





iin 
oom 


/T/he AMLASH operation prior to ‘the 
assassination of President Kennedy was 
_Characterized by the Special Affairs 
Staff, Desmond Fitzgerald (sic) and other 
senior CIA officers as an assassination | 
operation initiated and sponsored by the ee 


CIA. Ose | | | . ‘rleatces « 


Langosch Furthe? recollected, that as of 1962 it was 
highly possible that the Cuban Intelligénce Services 
were aware of AMLASH and his association with She 
CIA and that ae information upon which he based his 

psec naa that the AMLASH Operation was - insecure 
was available to senior level CIA officials, 2ncludang 

1L0-8-£- ster a 
Desmond FitzGerald. tl 
In response to Langosch's sworn statements, 
this Committee received the affidavit of Kent (CIA 


® Levneter CEA Gunpley ot 


‘sauna Le. bessnaey i. Om 25. Pollock ' served 





as ‘Executive Officer for Desmond FitzGerald during | [ 
the entire period in which he was Chief of the special. 
Affairs State <<: and discussed with him ERS AMLASH 
operation as it Cee naa | Pollock - specifically 
contested the assertions of ‘Langosch stating: 

To the best ae my knowledge, Mr. 


“FitzGerald considered the AMLASH | 
_ operation to. be a political action 
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activity with the opjectitY of 
organizing a group under ea Nad 
to overthrow Castro and the 
Castro regime by means of a 
coup d* etat. i ‘heard Mr. 
FitzGerald discuss the AMLASH 
operation frequently, and never 
heard him characterize it as | - 
an assassination operation. Mr. ~ 
FitzGerald stated within my hearing 
on several occasions his awareness that 
coup d'etat often SNORE loss of 
life. 108g : 
ee 
He also stated: 


ao “ 
Pry oe . 


‘Desmond FitzGerald did not characterize 

the AMLASH operation as an ‘assassination 
operation'; the case officer did not; I, 

as Executive Officer. did not, never discussed 
any aspect of the AMLASH operation with Joseph" 
H. L@ngosch; the Deputy Chief, the other 

branch chiefs and the special assistants 
could not have so characterized it since 

they did not know about the pen (the pen 

was specially filled with a hypodermic 

syringe in response to urgings by AMLASH> 

for a means to start the coup by killing 

Castro.) The case officer offered the pen. 

to AMLASH on the day of President Kennedy" S 
‘death. AMLASH rejected the oe with 
-disdain.108h 
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‘> cae as av Assuming that AMLASH was not an assassination. 


plot during the life of President Kennedy and that 


Castro uncovered rf a existence and PEON the Committee 


te 4 ds t AF, Vhatt . t 


bow tehe Le 3 


send ages ene castio ould next have been provoked 
in a manner sufficient to induce assassinating 

President Kennedy in retaliation. 
| Assuming that AMLASH was an aesasetnation 


plot during the life of President Kennedy and that 


on 
co ™ 
x 
Farm 
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ae 
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Castro: uncovered aS existence and scope , the Committee 
yt. #2 LLY, AR, 

: still believesfthat Castro: ‘would: et have resorted to 

: 


assassinating ene President of the United States in 


re 


i PT moc 


In his interview with the Committee, Premier 

Gar ove set forth some reasons supporting this contention. 
. The Gomuvetes agrees with the xeasoning in his 
statements. Castro said in part: 


That was insane. From the ideological ~ 
point of view it was insane. And from — 
the political point of view, it was a 
tremendous insanity. I am going to tell 
you here that nobody, nobody ever had the 
idea of such things. What would it do? 
We just tried to defend our folks here, 
within our territory. Anyone who subscribed 
to that idea would have been judged insane... 
absolutely sick. Never, in twenty years of 
revolution, I never heard. ‘anyone suggest nor 
even speculate about a measure of that sort,- 
because who could think of the idea of 


- 
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| organizing the death of the President of 
the United States. That would have been 
the most perfect pretext for the United 
States. to invade our country which is what 
I have tried to prevent for all these 
years, in every possible sense. Since the 
United States is much more powerful than 
we are, what could we gain from a war 

with the United States? The United States 
“would lose nothing. ‘The destruction would 
have been here. 120. | . we 


Castro also added: | | 
I want to tell you that the death of the 
leader does not change the system. It has 


never done eae 


In this interview Saeeo also commented Oy os 


‘the speech of SeDeSnOee 7, 1963 which has been cited 


throughout the years as an indication that Castro may 


have assassinated President Kennedy in retaliation. 


premier Castro asserted: 


So, I said saneenas like those plots 
Start to set a very bad precedent. A | 
very serious one - that that could become 
a boomerang against the authors of those 
actions...but I did not mean to threaten 
by that: I did not mean even Chat. <.nOt 
in the least...but rather, like a warning 
that we knew; that we had news about it; 

and that to- set those precedents of plotting 


eae "OU s0of other countries would be a very bad. 
pee. precedent...something very negative. And, 


“if at present, ene Same would pa under 


‘o> 


Page 420 


se 
. “heat 
aru Wyte &. 


the same circumstances, I would have no 
doubt in saying the same as I said (then) 
because I. didn't: mean a threat by that. 

I didn't say it as a threat. I did 

not mean by that that we were. going to take 
measures - similar measures - like a 
retaliation for that. We never meant that 
because we knew that there were plots. 

For three years we had known there, were 
plots against us. So, the conversation 
came about very casually, you know; but 

_I would say that all these plots or attempts 
were part of poe everyday life. j;22 


HeOMe reasoning, which Committee cautions is 
speculative, may be of some assistance, heme. Tt 
does not seem likely that castro would make ae veiled | 
er en to assassinatingkAmerican temas age | 7 
retaliation for plots on his ne af he was een: 
planning S contemplating such acts? be ae want 
| to ae as little attention as possible to himself. 
_ an Rather, eee Castro was attempting to display 
es > sess ‘public: dismay and knowledge of such attempts ,, 
in an effort to prevent rote ilies - consequently, | 


together with’ an absence of any evidence implicating 


Castro in fe assassination, the Chanietee believes 
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. See ee incident, wee displaying Baceeons 
| displeasure at American activities, does not 
implicate Castro in the assassination. 

The Committee believes there are additional 
reasons to Aiceeune any involvement of Castro in - 
he assassination which are also compelling. The 
Committee eau ons that these reasons, while persuasive, 
are mace necessarily speculative. 

First, William Atwood, Special Advisor to the 
unread States Delegation to the United Nations, oe 
involved in MAE orate efforts to establish a frame- 
work FOL detente during the fall of 1963. Atwood | 
told the scc that McGeorge Bendy, an advisor to President. 
Kennedy, told him that President Kennedy was in Bate 
See suenind towards stn opening toward Cuba” to take 
Castro "out of Me Soviet fold na perhaps wiping out 
the Bay of Bae and maybe geveing: back to seen By 


a os 


“a 


_ Atwood | also arranged ioe a French journalist, Jean 
Daniel to meet with Kennedy prior to. a scheduled 


42? 
trip by Daniel to see Castro. Daniel and: Kennedy 
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“ae? 


discussed the a for reestablishing 


pnieea States- Leuba relations and Kennedy asked 


err 12 
Santen to see him after visiting Castro. 


The Committee believes that such efforts 
to establish a peaceful coexistence between the. 
United States and Cuba would have nenpanee any 


desire by Castro to assassinate nace f 
hs Corder 3 tie eet dice ah a “ae | 
Second, the Committeatiisebelieves—that | | 
| | : it Can ac argued Hak 


and indexes of the United eee eee ee eee 





eet i tae 


Kennedy puppettede a less hostile attitude and position 
toward Cuba. Even if Castro felt the relations between : 

Cuba and the United States were bad undex the Kennedy 

Presidency, there were legitimate reasons to suspect they 


would have Boon worse under any other administration. 


Thus, with the prospects of renewed diplomatic | 
relations i the air and the imowicace ‘tha’ ‘Kennedy 
possessed a more Paorcie seereude toward Cuba than 


other military or political leaders, Castro would have | 
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had every reason to HORS that. Kennedy maintained 


the Presidency. honeys. the Committee does not 


_. believe that ere Kennedy would necessarily 


o 


have favorably altered the United States' operations 


and ties toward Cuba. an addition, the Committee 


. does not believe Castro would have assassinated 


President Kennedy because such an act, if discovered, 


would have afforded the United States the excuse to at 


destroy Cuba. The risk would-not have been worth | 


it. 


BS. Issues Pertaining to the CIA-Organized 
7 Crime Plots | | | 


ls Scope and Nature of Plots ~ Analysis 


a) Roselli Ruowiedse of CIA Seong ship 


De CEA Opsveonal Suppl Cline . 3 ae 
_ ee ote infor ed the POM EEECe .f 


that Maheu told RES@ildsi. he represented an international 


Eek | 2 


group of clients who had vested interest in Cubas 


‘Roselli, however, poseifiad to the SSC that Maheu x 


Pai ee We 1b 4051 Se 
told him from the Cage niag that 6tGennell was with mae 


a ee 


Ene CIA. 12.7 oaoee confirmed this account to the Soc. 


“Maheu also Stated in a “deposition to the conmeeees that 


roe Cred. 


Giancana new at hie ‘eine that @hCommel| was with the. 


“E2 


CIA. ,24 Further, PrAerveaitS ceeele ce to ene 
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Committee that: Reset informed him that he, oe 


‘Roselli, was ie as an meen of the ae 

| The weave of the evidence indicates that | 
Peseta. and thus Giancana snd: sae eanee, eAeH 

the CIA was behind the assassination plots at-an 
‘early stage. “This recognition of CIA initiation 

is important -bawmeiom it shows that Giancana and 
Trafficante and thus organized crime AOE E I 
became snvoiwed with the CIA. 

b) Discovery of True Identities 
Roselli arranged for the entrance of 
er aneane and rrafficsnte into the plots ana eeoauesa 
Oe Sv ak Cel ERM : 

them to : S "Sam Gold" and "Joe." iF TS ese 
eontends he ieee the true identities of ‘these 


persons a few months after the Baenat ied was in progress 
when he and Maheu saw an article in one of the Sunday 
sections of the Miami newspaper.t°*" This article > 


supposedly pertained to Organized crime in the United 
Spates and. contained pictures of top Wecet ne: including, 


“TT. 
Same Giancana and Santo Trafficante. 13% In the 
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oe Oa 
| 1967 IGR okeegteT 1. stated that the article 


TL? 


came from the Parade Inagazine 34 in the Miami Times. 


Maheu also contends that he did not Cyew: the true 
G 


identities o of sam Gold na Joe until this. eee TCre 


Coop Okra 


eemeun. an 0 korme Ft also stated that this incident 


occurred after the "we were up to our ears" in the 


operations and consequently ene CIA gecrded to 


“1-9 
PEOgeess Poeee tee 


The ssc conducted a search Se supplements 

to all Miami ald for the reques ite time 
“I20 
period and could not locate any such article./3/ 


The Committee consequent ly searched Parade magazine 


for the fall of 1960, all of 1961, and all of1962,° 


the years whiten: spanned the entire operation. The 


Committee learned that on January 21, 1962, Parade 
_ Notue UNION SORE Our Sana a 


published an article entitled, “Ouse government? Ss 


crackdown on organized crime," written by Jack - 


Anderson, which contains a Listing of the top ten 


hoodlums in the country as well as. several photographs | 


| cea 
of manotene, including Santo Trafficante. t>. Te 


article focuses on the Css ot Attorney General 


"aye : 
: mS 
‘ ee on 
+ Thin Oe 
we galt 3 Ola 
‘s Ps Poe ie meg * 4.53; PEA 
Se Be ete tT Re “te wits 
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Robert Kennedy's campaign against organized 


crime and mentions both Giancana and Trafficante. 


Although this Parade Aik ticle - appears 





mM. Maheu' S description, 


- 


to REN aa Sy ore with 
it is over one year past the beginning months of the 
operation. Indeed, it occurs nine months after the 
conpieetcn of Phase a of the plots... Additionally, 

neither the SSC nor, @ie Committee has discovered : 


any eiiee article seruaie is to organized crime in. 


Parade magazine or the supplements of any Miami 


“newspaper for the alleged time period. 





It appears hE 


‘an attempt to. look for.an ex post facto reason foe. 


continuing the operation Speae the introduction of 


two of the top organized crime figures eae United 


States. Implicit in their contention is that while © 


the CIA wished to solicit criminal sources to 


assassinate Castro; it wOur not knowingly have 


recruited any eres fon phe top- echelon of wif 
“t2Za © | Ow o ins 
seeanieec crime .'?4 Mageeoaeamicie 


. . 7 . ya * 
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Seaceneae that "we weceuce to our ears in it" is _ 
aver more difficult to fathom since according to the. 
1967 IGR the operation’ was in its se stage 
'in the fall of 1960 and no ‘pills were even deiigered 

until approximately February or March of ti 

|______without additional support, the Committee | 
does not believe the contentions of Maheu and 


chen 


the. crs plot to: assassinate Castro was 

“necessarily a highly volatile and secret operation. 
Once Roselli “introduced additional contacts into the 
scene it is not logical that the CIA would have 
neglected to verify the eisneieies of such principals. 
On- the contrary, it is more believable and more | 
probable. that the CIA ascertained the true identities 
of "Sam Gold" and "Joe" at an early rary, | 
Ce forward in cs, Saaeion 
sont ident that these two persons, in the wondS 


« - 


attributed to Colonel Sheffield Edwards, were 
; | re! ae 
individuals "tough enough" to handle the job. 1Ho 


. = = ey 
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c) “Roles of Principals 
1) Phase One 


canine Sheffield Edwards assigned 
marl Cm nol Oly 
meals! the tl £ finding someone to assassinate | 
| “$23 (yarn, ace 
Castro. }H} | Bdwards—and Heer both decided to 





utilize Maheu as someone to recruit persons to 
r4 
effectuate the operation. Sy ote oLCannell. also 


desesad his role as the isto to ‘the CIA and - 


confirmed that all reports or information would 
125 

proceed through him to: the Agency. 14> In addition, 

he atts ul eer 


aid he acted as a "babysitter" to Roselli; 


cnet 1S,. Sovernied with him to occupy his time to. 
£26- 
insure that Roselli was fulfilling his role. itt 


There is a discrepancy. over who suggested 
Ler. 
Rosents. for the operation, ffs” but in any event, 
he was recruited because he had connections with= 
“$28. 

persons aie: sours Hanae. the assignment. sed 

Conflict arises over the role of Giancana. 
Roselli informed the ssc that Giancana was only a 

| A290 

"back-up" man. !t 7 It should eS. noted that Gianeana: 


was murdered four days before Roselli oe this | , 


eabchiewe. danae, however, described Giancana 
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as having'a key role and characterized his job 
as "to locate someone in Castro's entourage who 
: _ , | 130- 
'- could accomplish the assassination." 148. Joseph 


Shimon, a close friend of Rosella who had knowledge 


of the plots. at the time, stated that Roselli contacted 
: , 4 te ics es 
Giancana to provide Cuban contacts /#F '. Shimon further 


characterized Giancana as only providing Porter et 


specifically Santo Trafficante, and not as an active’ 
+32 7/50 Se? 
participant. 


‘The most sound analysis. is that Giancana folely 


, pea 
served as a person ROS CEE could approach who could 


teat re nn = a pe a, sae einer a earl a * 





nek make the necessary contact into the Cuban. domain, 
specifically Santo Trafficante. Sorelle who FBI | 
files indicate hs sibacemiaral Giancana's interest | in 
Frade. ply 
Las Vegas ak was auhorainaee to him, woulddnot 
directly contact the organized crime boss: of the Cuban 
and Southern Prorida area without FAVst., contacting 
his Sipeeiou, Giancana, ne would fyen make any 
Cee arrangements. Both Niadansl nil seittahe. | 
being bosses of two organized crime Sonaiae: would 
have the means, power, and stature to arrange for 


the assassination. | After contacting Trafficante, - 


ath 
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rare aie 
who herve the influence to recruit the necessary 





personnel to s$Siaeex perform the aeenss; wea, 
Cane probably was not an active participant in) 
the process of poisoning pills or scar arcana 
433-457 | 
the assassination. 
The role of Trafficante, the ce a living 
major organized crime figure involved in the plots, 
ae a major source of conflict. The 1967 IGR contains 
several poeereuces 5 Trafficante which Bierce. 
his euneetone! ‘In discussing how geisan tis could 
be given fe ee eee that "Trafficante pies. 
the courier") was in $ouch: wae a disaffected Cuban 
official with access to castro and presumably aes 
wort that would enable him to surreptitiously poison 
Castr. coe Later the report states that: "Roselli 
passed the pigs to A igual and that "Roselli. | 
uel ae ocho tiae- he: pris had ween Ge isvexea 
: ha bie, eo Seid oe ie | or a : - - ne 
7 to Qmaks in Cuba. re sat After Satea lost a position 
| in Soke Gunes government and. a 7 Longey ivi any 
pills, the om. says "Roselli told epee ied that 
Trafficante knew of a man high up in. the Cuban. exile 


: 36-7 © | 
movement who nee do the Job. ee Roselit identi fied - 
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him as ee ae following 


jer cnr maee 


passage Further confirms ‘Trafficante' S role: 


Pear ieante approached Wesson and - 

told him that he had clients who a oneed 

to do away with Castro and that they would 
pay big money for the job. _Yememeris 
reported to have been very receptive, since 
it would mean that he would be able to buy 
his own Ships arms and COMMUN Teaticrs 
equipment. ¥- IS | 


Trafficante testified in public to the. Committee 


that Roeores asked him to @ieiy actVas, an interpretor:/5 
“ts 
between the American operations and the Cuban contacts. 


Trafficante denied handling or carrying any poison pills 


| (56 240.” 0 SPL Ps? 
used in the operation, denied recruiting Vessosnan 
) £EOP 449—- 
-. and dened recruiting Gasisem _ In his Senate testimony, 


Roselli confirmed Trafficant' S role as er of a trans~ 
fos 


4 A at 


STTTSP , however, imeerned the ‘Committee that 





peae esta was the person in, contact with Cubalis in 
143- 
Havana “7 Giancana partially confirmed this in the soy 


oe by identifying Joe as a man "who would. serve as... 
Sener 
a courier to,Cuba and make arrangements there. 
r . 


id a Chie 


7 Serif Ma confirmed that he was the a CIA , 








conduit and that aif the 32am IGR ‘states trafficante 
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weet! 
. an 


contacted OF DEOcuned ne aoe aasst chen: 2 


accurately reflects the information the 
~L44- : 


CIA received. “37 


It is interesting that the 1975 and 1978 
Congressional testimony of Roselli and Trafficante 


corroborate each other but remain contrary to how 


‘the principals reported the facts in 1967. The 


anaes | 
NO gators parse 


evidence (Stzongiylinaicates jthat Trafficante was not. 


whe tt 


merely an. interpreter but an active. participant in 


passing the poison pills and in recruiting the 


potential assassins. This ke Seportat in dramatizing 
‘the deep involvement of organized crime with the CIA 


in eee plots. One can understand why Trafficante 


poaay wishes to. downplay his role; the acta however, | 


simply do not 2 eeeie ae assertions.-. The COMmEEEeS 


Delveves ne CIA IGR. 
hhh 


The Committee also near testimony on Anibomion” 





aatated that he- is not aware of any 


CIA wsseesnaei on plots to kill Castro. and denied 
[65° o% ae : 
involvement in eno Ope rSh Ene: ZG is obviously 2s 


lying. The Committee does not feel, “however, that a 

| Are ~ " | Lun +4 wt 
wegsseue on for perjuryyif possible, would BSSTSE hy 
PAV ,U2, R : 
the. investigation © ook kit 
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2} Phase Two 


jue Phast Two William ee 


no longer involved in the scaeuiton tee ‘The 


~ 


IGR states that Roselli remained as a prominent 


figure and worked "directly with the Cuban exile : 
~—1-4-7- sos 
community and directly on ea aa of the CIA.” © 


“Although the TGR, does eee mee. traf ficante 
Reis a 
was not involved in Phase II,! Shit contains this 


caution: 


Trafficante was one of the ori aeiners 
. in Shef Edwards Phase One of the operation. 

-He presumably was not involved in Phase Two 
under Harvey, but we cannot be sure of that. | 
After all, Trafficante was the man who brought ~ 

Verona into the operation late in Phase One, |. 
and Verona was one of the main PEAVY EES GUE ENS | 
Phase Two. 110 | : 


Tt is reasonable to assume that Roselli at least’ “kept a 


both Giancana and phate rcants informed o£ ee: 


So S nega 


a) Delivery of the pills 
—s. es 1354 f : or the SSC. pinpoints . 


| vw CO | 
the date on nth Syebhrte detiverea the pais 


— to Roselli during Phase One of the plots. The chain 


of custody, as already mene ened, was. for Roselli 7 


to deliver the pilis ‘to Trafficante.. The subsequent 


ro. . see . ' * : “4 a Wageg Guat lei 
beet . © ot yt . ' Re hn cae : ae errs 
aie ae ane oo me = = Aa P ee cage aera fw 
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oa 


steps 7 ee a mystery buc: Roselli- reported to o Me 


bY :. 
Sy al Gort that ihe pills had been delivered to rane 


he Cbs. aftr! aa. 


Docid: 32273546 _ 
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Cuba in late Bepnlery or early March, 


Joseph. Shimon informed ene Icon eeee that he 


_ 


and Maheu travelled together to Miami to the 


Fontainbleu in March, 1961, to witness the Patterson- 
~LA49 : 


- Johansson fight. :T> . Once there Maheu informed one | 


$50 


of the plot to assassinate Castro. 17 Shimon also 


says that during this trip he attended a meeting 


where a poisonous liquid to be used in the assassination 
E51 tu a | | 
was eaees ) 


‘Shimon is probably the source ‘for Jack Anderson’ Ss 


column of Tansey 19, 1971, which fixes the date of the: 


passage of the poison at. ‘the ‘Fontainbleu as March L3; 
1961. | 

In any event, Le ee that the CIA 
did not. pass any pills, poison, shcapesennl 


weapons before February of . aaa The fall segment 


. of the PEOre nay constituted a planning stage: no 


one undertook any operational activities. 


Se ten ee eee gt a ey hele op a, 


-e) Location of Trafficante 
To support the description of pene eants 
ae a courier, the -—-S*?F IGR states ‘that "/R/t that’ time 
the ee) casinos were still operating in Cuba, 
and Tae Picante was ‘making regular trips. between 
ESR 17> 
Miami and Havana on syndicate business." 
The Committee has obtained some evidence 
which indicates ‘that Trafficante was not travelling 
to Cuba GUE Lag this Dene ons No records available see 
the ‘Committee from INS, | State ‘Department, or the FBI 
reflect any travels. after February, 1960. | During this: 
time, the FBI maintained physical Sieee tienes on 
Trafficante. \" Trafficante testified before the. 
Committee that he only made two ise. to Cuba after 
a 7 ; Sy his release Peon the Trescornia prison in August, 1959, 
na that these trips occurred within two to thre ‘¢ 
months of this release. Vi naaitionaliy, « considering 
near reank& Ss reputed top pos ion in the La. Cosa 
Nostra, ce seems more ‘reasonable that Trafficante would 


send a eer ee to Cuba to. conduct any. pusiness 


rather than risk being: detained by Oates age 
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~ 


ie pee ieanKe aise netial i eeseetians 
“between Miami and Havana, the implications are 
. interesting. ‘He was Sine: willing to risk being 
“detained again or had acquixed assurances from the 
Cuban government regarding his safety. In any 
event the presence of Trafficante i Te fall 
SF 1960 in Ciba raises the possibility of a more 
Cooperotiy cy 
eRe PereetOusnip between himself and the Cuban 
government ‘than(previously| believed: | Such: a 
relationship during the period when PAE veanike 
was scheming to assassinate Castro inves he theory 
that’ Trafficante was possibly i informing the Cuban 
government oF activities in the Miami area in 


* 


general ane of the plots in particular. ‘In return 


hears [Y 


for such, ane pene. ween one nn 4 could ls a aaa 


ytd Ae¥ Loe 


lost gambling operations as well as support and a 
eaban sanctuary for the smuggling Se contraband ~ 
into the United states. 

“The Committee realizes the enormous ramifications 


of such a theory and cautions that it has not received ~ 


~ 
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any information Or evidence in this regard. In 


addition, ne available evidence penea ves 


Trafficante was not. Peeve ang. Beeson Miami and 


“Hasana’ although the Committee recognizes that’ 


Trafficante could make such trips and not disrupt 


his normal routine in Miami and Tampa, thus possibly 


ee the effect of any surveillance. 


£) Vinaaerret' s 6thee Contacts rt Ce evtle | Oodle 
| ‘As previously related, oe FBI forwarded a 


to the CIA a memorandum eal December 1960 revealing 


thee U. S. racketerrs were naling efforts to finance 


anti- users activities and subsequently Ponwarded: a 
dered ‘ : 


aetna: memorandum en 18 January L961 which. associated 


ESS" 17 
vesoua with those schemes. 


ther, sources were also providing assistance to 


axle Pepe Poa 


Vewonma to conduct aeti- -Castro operations. At ieee | 


of his introduction into the CIA-Orqanized crime, 


: exile ley Ky 
plots, the CIA was Sancta Vroraeuaca enega the 


| Ravolurionaey mowers atic Front and the Cuban Rayolutienssy 


“too ‘eS wre 
council .114 ‘Vetione “tncotmed the Sonnieeee that Ene 


purpose of the council stemmed from an agreement. with | 


ws 
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the American government to invade Cuba and 69 
| £59 
(establish democratic control of the island. 


ephe |e oh 
Vee a were the 





Adding to the support for 
promotional efforts OE Dino and Eddie Cellini wie 
reportedly were oHenG through a “Washington, DCs. 
Subic relations firm, Edward re “Moss a, Associates. 
Moss had previous CIA associations .amalyias supposedly - 
acting as a conduit FOr funds supplied ee the Cellini 
peouneee eh the understanding that this group would 
receive privileged treatment in the Cuba of the 

| 358 — /f/ | | 
future. 

In his testimony PELOES the Committee Verona 
also described a meeting with Jorge Alonzo phjol ¢ and 
Meyer nee in Lansky! S home in Miami in the summer 
of 1960. ao ae. said he had business nee in 
Cuba and wanted to help aS Cubans fight eisece. 

ecesar. Castro, and try and establish a democratic 
16O- a3 
government 
| The pOgreer inference to be drawn Fron this | 


LS that the. CIA, Organized crime, and other persons 


interested in removing the Castro regime. all seeeied 
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who had the potential Oe Erne the multitude of 
exile et to overthrow pastes. Gaia 
Ne oe @ ler 
Vexonauae reported SOneeCcs with Organized crime 
raises ie possaD2 tity that he was involved with 
them ina ot to kill Castro before: the | evolution 
of the CIA-organized crime plots. If this was ey 
| ho ovtihe . l ey 
case, then Trafficante's recruitment of Jtéemema into the 
CIA BPr Fearon would result in Peovede official Usc. 
, sanction to an alvewdy existing independent operation. 
The CIA recognized tenis in stating nat is possible 
\hn axle | eau 
that Vemema already was involved in independent 
operations with the criminal syndicate when first 
approached prior to the on Se ‘Pigs Jin March 1961 
| ck 
to carry out the Castro cicaeiae oi (see yellow page 
| 96) a 


g) iroaustien of "Joe" and "Gola" and | 
Related Events SO | nts 


The timing of the introduction of Giancana 
("Gold") and rear eicante ("Joe") is important | to the 
. analysis of the true aoe of organized crime in the 


eae eres assassination vlots. . This introduction, 
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which esveatca Giancana had told several people of * via 


ewe 


together with other Feleved events, [Fartnek. suggests! 


- ‘the thesis that the CIA found itself involved -in 


poovrerng additional resources for independent 
operation that the syndicate already had commenced. 
According to the Loe IGR, the entrance of 


Giancana and Roselli eecansed during the week on. 


soeeeei ree 25, 1960.#° In contrast, the SSC did not 


-assign a precise date for thats entrance because of 


Sone teting agaaenes Bouck the LO6T IGR and Maheu! s [Pe 


Senate testimony which set the fee eeu November, 1960. 
The SSC did conclude, however, that Giancana was. involved 


in the operation during October because of the Las 


Vegas wiretap incident which occurred on October 30, 


and paer ee of the October, 18, -1960 FBI memorandum 

| 6A SOE 

=e involvement ina plot to assassinate Castro. _ 
Although these two events which the SCC cites 


may support the involvement of Giancana during 


“October, they also invite speculation of independent 


organized ‘crime operations. The October 18, 1960, 


FBI memorandum is particularly applicable. This 
states: 


/D _Juring a recent conversation with. Rega aen 
friends, Giancana Bietee that Fidel Castro 


= : . : ? ae r 7 
as . : = ee, ae : as 
- i: ~ . - r 
f - A : . aN hod ies He : 7 F ‘ * 
DoclId: 32237354 age ; - ys SF lh le ie 

7 ’ - “ a . ™ * catagy ree 3 es Se re or rr som ba 

* - wo 3 -* : s . se, Ve _ ons P ' . gn alg Sg File ws Am oft le Fa Pye Lf vitiag Sei fae 
$ = a te nh Vol hae : 4 7 - ere fod thee ty > ws eas ge 8 - oat she . ss 4 ae ne ete t be x ‘= 3 te a 

: : 5 - amet She ” eg rd EA a at ee Te Latte Sigs Sue: Pde Ca ee nea ee ete PELE Tea Vereen Me tion Sle ty a Oe eS Se ot Be Oe Say Pe ca Eb ae. 


HW 53080 


DocId:32273546 


a . 
- F - 5 . 
A : oe 
. a : . = : i 
Page 64 . nagten” ky 3 ee —7 
wei. ~ - , 5 Fae 7 =~ ty oe . ioe =? “ “oe, tHe . 
- : .¢ ; Pees} nr F 228 te « ~ ars Ss ae * .™ .%, eo att Stabe 
a Mle he le RB Re Ee a be Late TM tele Ser Te We OLA TL We ee : 


was to be done away with shortly, said it 

would occur in November. Moreover, Giancana 
said he had already met with the would-be 7 
assassin on three occasions, the last meeting 
taking place on a boat docked at the Fontainbleu 
Hotel, Miami Beach. Giancana stated everything 
had been perfected for killing Castro and that _ 
the assassin had arranged with a girl, not 
further described, to drop a ‘pill' in some 
drink or food of Castro:t6> ,2F 


Since, -according—to~ tie Loe7~EER the poison pills, 


which ae CIA prepared at Giancana's request, were not 


_ ready for delivery until late February or early 


March, 1961, it is aseeoneiy doubtful, that Giancana’ a 


November, 1960, sugassiaation ploe-was pare.ot in? 
CIA operation. Rather it appears that organized 


crime already had its poison plan a7 progress, using | 


a mistress of Castro to. Seosne hen the deed, when the | 


CIAC fortuitousiysenterea the scene. . Organized 


crime then occupied a perfect position’ tf a 


= 


enicate plot euccesds Gs they then would possess 


far-reaching blackmail potential against the CIA 


wneen they could exercise at an opportune moment 


Lf their intrigue failed, “however, they could then 


assume the position that they were only executing 


5: } ; 
ene directives of the government 44 jeertel 47955" Bb! is 


SHEE CALA. -+ he. | Ih. anval vem eat | AS \ph aLAC — { 


poker tial. 


h) .Gesccereset. 
Richard Cain 
dactacardbuas Cyn, 
The “a that iehedie refers to in 
tnvolvec 
the October 18 memo may have-keea Richard Scalizetti. 





ee em 


Cain. Cain, in connection wey the top - Echelon 


Criminal Enforcement Program, informed the FBI 


OE his criminal activities and Cee association 


| +66— 3 
with Giancana. J§4 Cain Manecbed that he had. 


| covertly worked for Giancana and been on his 


(see Veblow-pers-102y+ 
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payroll while he was a member of the Chicago Police 
Department from 1956-1960, director of, a private. 
detective agency from 1960-62, and Chief age seiaseore 
for the Cook County Sheriff's Office from 1962-1964. = 
cyerai of Cain's activities during the fall 
of 1960, together with his, past experience, support 
the proposition that if Giancana was Sneed ins any | 
Cuban affairs, specifically | an assassination ‘of Castro 


independent of the CIA plot, he Wt have ee 


Cain to Sea Hida 


5 . + 
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‘arp 
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First, Cain ia eeincd a record of ; voluntarily” 


aa eee ee td eel <a Te eon, A oe ge 
Pca 


providing information to the CIA concerning his 
foreign ventures, a practice Giancana may have 
promoted in an effort to gain possible leverage 
with the CIA. In a CIA memorandum to the FBI dated | 
4 November 1960 Cain supplied ene following informa- 
tion in his first contact with the CIA: 
1) that in 1950-52 while in Miami,. 
Florida, he initiated several telephone 
: | : taps on various Cuban revolutionary | 
(See yellow 104). oo figures under the supervision of William 
ms ! ~ Buenz, a private detective who had contact 
: with the Batista BOVERINGNG 
2) ° that on October 2, 1960, William Buenz, 
_ then operating out of New York City,. 
met with Cain at O'Hare Airport and 
offered him $25,000 to travel to Cuba 
at the request of former President Piro 
to install telephone. taps” on various 
Cubans, and 
3) that in 1959, Constantine Kangles, a : 
former attorney for the Cuban 26th of July 


movement, inquired whether. Cain would instruct 
Castro Army officers in ne use of poly- 


graphs .+4+3— )4) 
It seems more than coincidental that Cain' S approach 
to the CIA to supply this dweo nation, occurred 7 
ats with Giancana's meee ng an Roselli 
Sarees. Cain subsequently volunteered information 


to the CIA during 1961-63. 
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Second, on November Zr 1960, = contidenetea 

informant told the Bureau that on October 20, 

1960, Serapio Mont#jo, the former Rene er ges 

July 26 Movement in Chicago, met Richard S. Cain 

ee office of Constantine Kangles, the ome 

attorney in Chicago for the Cuban 26th of July 

Novancnt and former counsel in the United States Le 
ia | c | _ ee oe mde A 
for the ‘Cuban Government headed by Paced ESS EEO: 
Cain indicated to Kangles that he had clients ‘who | 


| | : 
‘wished. to get news BEOnSS and photographs out of 3 } nce 


$ 


Cuba concerning rébel activity in the Cuban foothills. 

Cain further indicated that he want 6a06: cover this story 
and was soon going to Miami in an attempt to cada _ 
Cuba, and that Jack- Mobley, a ‘Chicago columnist, and’ 


Bob iancan of Life magazine, had | knowledge of this 
venture. jay 


Third, on November 2, 1960, ie ae iaeeryiewed 
, aTt AS 


Cain in Miami at the Sands Hotel, Miant - Beach. 


Cain said he was a representative of Accurate sebaacie’ 
= -  - d7Ja 14 7 7  % 
Laboratories, Life a eer sixty- nor, 
. Lo . £73" Sa ee 
_ other newspapers. 7 After providing tS pace tion on the - 





military armaments in ee cain said aa Che: 
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' Resistence movement had eight hundred men fighting 
in the Escambray Mountains and that he waS awaiting 
the opportunity. to Beacons: into the. Na atee he 4 
T7S 198 : 
to take photos for Life. Cain said that Antonio. ; 
de Verona gave him the nroenation on. the Cuban 
| <t80 : | ao SE — 
armaments. a4 
When Cain' s plans to visit Cuba, either to 
instali wiretaps for former. President Prio or £6 eae 
photographs oe rebel activity, or Hoth, are: considered 
simultaneously with Giancana' S presence in Miami and 
CLAS A EL ° 
his reference to the assassination of Sone in November . 
and with Cain’ S “approach: to the CIA, the true ee as 
and Beeerbic interrelation of: Pndce events. Besos 
“even more suspect. ‘The wiretap assignment | and the 
photographic story may have been coverss Giancana 
may have been attempting to send Cain to Cuba ‘to 
supervise the poisoning attempt on castro. Cain 
belonged to La Cosa Nostra, “spoke Spanish, had 
extensive contacts. in Latin America, was wetieversca 


_ in Babess and investigative procedures, had been | 


on Giancana’ S payroll for four years, and apparently 
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was attempting to arrive in Cuba by approximately 


November, ectiae Further, Cain’s reference | 


Un than ante beat 


52m his FBI interview to Rabari cdeeren a , the 


person ence the CIA concedes may have been active 


in independent organized crime assassination plots 


so against Castro prior to his recruitment by Trafficante 
in March, 1961, raises more suspicion. i 
“These events can be interpreted to indicate 


that Cain may have been the "assassin-to-be” whom 


Giancana referred to in the 18 October 1960 FBI 
© 


memorandum, eH he may have been the contact man 
for the operation. ~The committee cautions that this 
a ac is obviously speculative. 

Cain could also neve provided another service 
to Giancana. As already indicated, a second person, 
ieatied J.W. Harrison, once accompanied and 


assisted Balletti in the wiretap. "Although ‘the ictee 


Ne amet de teat ee ee cael 


es ied 
ena lalate alin taal Tit ol alae one 


nee eenens qigorously) pursued this investigation and 
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prepared to indict the principals, no pneeouie 
determine who Harrison:was and hop aeeanane 
--would admit to knowing his identity. There is no 
doubt he existed? he signed ce: Heeet register and - 
| eg 208 
accompanied Balletti on the flight to Las Vegas. 
SoS punois, Bee ease. investigator Neh Ge hired 
to conduct: the RUEVeZ Tan Ey: ard Bele maintained 
‘that Maheu arranged £Oxr J. We “Harrison to accompany. 
Balletti from Miami to toe Vs to sto aggist in RU 


| oo! Svpynt | 
operation. “Okdoreen f) the ©. 






CIA Liaison man, informed the Committee that whoever 
7 - ee ren 

Hanson was he was not a CIA employee. 
Clearly someone arranged for Harrison's presence 

and knows his ‘true identity. Since ‘DuBois and Balletti. 

acted only as ae instruments of Maheu, it seems Logical 

fee ney would have weyeaied Harrison’ S identity in | 

the face of federal prosecution ay Harrison were just. 

an employee of DuBois with no connection to the CIA 

or to the associates of Maheu in the CIA operation 


against Castro. Thus, Ballet aaa and DuBois either did 


~~ 
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not know the identity of Harrison or felt that 


their client's interests prohibited them from 








at é f 
al ee ee ee a ee 
revealing such information. Phe py tie Lis, ee 
. . . > : | at 
“\ eg fi ‘ a 
| ‘cynesteea Aes Clearly—semeone—arranged- for—Harnicon’s . 
en eta, Pe e 
Ree ee _ presence and knew NE Rie. eee ene a rs 
pele Reet Leer! Pak wi hig ide ite cm sea 
EER oe | “ Liked pret Maheu ee | Harrison at the request 
a U : ¥ LA if “yi 
me a ye F . 
an aaa 30% of a source that had a direct interest in the surveillance 
ieee eb eee. eae One S2 Aor ie Ss ren (9 § $+ los, ice <a . are, 78 Birra a s A a Kier A 
4 ee ) eo 
; Nahou_inéoxmed—the-Commibteethat he instituted 
the surveillance to pacify Giancana' S concerns that. 
7 7 Phyllis McQuire ‘was having an affair with, Dan Sayan. 20% 
on . as ~ ; ~ : am te ut ext 2 4 
ee neh een ee 
Seé yeTlow"p,T13 and to uncover any possible leaks regarding the operation. 
Roselli confirmed these ae accounts in his ‘Senate. 
Oe: Oe as weedat rE ne een ner eee eee 
testimony. _ Shimon further’ sinformed ‘the. Committee Y/ 
| | ‘that Giancana tere him he. paid $5, 000 for the Las 
ne A ae . | AO ES 
See/yerlow-p 114 - | Vegas operation. 
Assuming that Maheu did provide for Harrison, 
he fk bikeby did so at the request of someone else. 
Maheu did not have any reason to independently prefer 
one person over another; The CIA or Giancana, however, 
_ | did have such a personal interest. Giancana's interest 


fm 


ha stemmed from his relationship with Heouixe 
Wiemeceref . 


and it is ; probably correct that Giancana peaueseed 





eregee 
tre. 
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saee Map BORE gi 3 





Maheu to bug Rowan's room. Tee ersonal interest 
could have prompted Giancana to direct Maheu to 
*. USE a person of Giancana's choice. Cain fits that 
role perfectly. He was a skilled electronic 
surveillance technician and was in Miami during 
late October and early November. Miami- was the 
| Bobs tO 
-debarkation point for Harrison and Baldi on their 
their trip to Las Vegas. In his annie. 2 on, Maheu’ 
tom AOF a i 
denied any knowledge of Cain. When shown several 
photographs of Cain from the late. 1950's and - early 
1960's, Aree Ballxtti also could not identify Cain 
Oe 
as Harrison. aes These denials do. not detract from 
the ne | that Cain. was “Harrisong if no one would identify 
7 Harrison in 1960 there is no reason to expect any 
change in ‘testimony. 

‘The CIA had a pereonal interest in ssurveilling 
scoutne: pecause of the ‘18 October 1960 memoranduii wheee 
nena ememenemmieninnannd 
Giancana AEP eUSsed an assassination plot against 
Castro. The SSC concludes that. this memo caused the 
CIA to be eoneeenes with determining ni Giancana 
was leaking information on ene CIA- “or oaniea crime 


Pe 


Sieke. This may be partially correct, but as already | 


ey 
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* anal eaeed, (che met Memorandum depicts a plot 
_ Substantially in i and involving a girl which | 
does not resemble the oeenee status of. the CIA 
operation. The CIA eau: have bees more concerned 
that eines wee need es separate assassination 
plot and consequently. could have been. concerned Waele. 
its nature and extent. The reasons aang Phyllis a xe 
"7 - eta would have been the target for such surveillance 
“were two-fold. ieee, “wee Perse oust with Giancana 
might Have cnwates her learning of certain clandestine 
activities. Second, she was one SP Che Sabuaral 
friends" in the Convene on Welecen a4 the 18 Setonee 
BO : : 3 | | 
memo. 204 
“The CIA interest pod: eG expan why a wiretap | 
was installed. Maheu informed the Committee that he 
only ordered physical surveillance of the target. 


Rowan, and could not understand wy anyone installed _ 


Se : 


—_e eet, . 
. | a wiretap since the primary intent was to check on 
an a Tog | 
See yelloe p. “18 | McQuixre's eaporked affair with Rowan. P10 


Physical surveillance and a room bug would, 


™ 
ie] 


admittedly, be more than: adequate to uncover any ex72dtter © 


sind affair. oi ae “however, Maheu also wished to “investigate 
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the possibility of leaks in the operation as well 


as the possibility of Giancana's involvement in an. 


.- independent plot,. then the use of a wiretap would © 


have been logical. . 
Assuming that investigating an arrete was not 
the. Deemary focus of the Las Vegas operation, a can 


tn Kaa, SAS. Paxjrw Ob Bah ~ hadkele 
be argued that direct surveillance of Menuire, woulé 


have been the optimum method to investigatser her’ 


pred | t 
for sug leaks and information that Giancana may have 


given her. This, however, would have run the risk 


of incurring the wrath of Giancana and his possible 
Hepareuce from ‘the CIA saeore aero plots if anyone 


detected the surveillance. through the cover of 


, surveilling Rowan for a possible affair with McQuire, 


however, the CIA had cre opportunity to indirectly 


“surveil McOuire to Beene, information _ on the. 
STEELE, 


assassination plots for a reason which met the approval. 


oe Giancana. Indeed, Giancana probably ha believed 


that his directive to paneer a possible ee ia 


was ‘the only issue involved in the surveillance. 


- ¢ » er Lag . ' a oad - = ~~ . oe se ” 
‘ . Be . . > ° . 7 Bx . . oe are td ‘ : + na Oe 
» 4 “ si -F + + id i - i a wet ay si Pe ple “ ~e 4 . .. ie - a. oot 

P T4 / et oe r ‘. : ‘ ~ : . . eo . »” are ae ee, arse 2 “ Says se. ge hPL ne See Re a Di” 
. ae . & a . 7. =~ oo LO ia ad & nn ord . ~ : . STE ee en 4 
. et saat roe - >? - . F = - ee . -* e a ee eae ar . - fee ge MART a RULE es 
< te 7 . atte : Ear a +2- . et ten oo = = 2 gi rile sine 

age P bocce ag : a 28 ae ee ee ee ee nin: -) tee Pe AB et EL a Bike “Se aie i a. ato Ta As 

ert co. ot - . * et 2° a = Par i Ae a al ook th dl ae) = ae < ro 
om ts -2 


ae 


In any sents dhe objectives of both Giancana 
and the CIA geet have been achieved whether. Harrison 
"was a Giancana choice, specifically Cain, or an 
Agency opaxaiien . Opin aKa 
After the Las Vegas operation backfired, the 


- 


CIA siderite decided to continue. the assassination , 
it ones 

plots. ‘This indicates that O pe Aly Fone the i 
security of. the CIA organized crime oe had not | 

_ been seriously breached. Additionally, 2c sossioiy 
indicates that Hie CIA determined. ee even if Giancana. 
was involved in an iedane eae operation, that it would 

“not hamper their éfforts, and that all interests could 

be reconciled. The bia cone tava’ on the same track, 
blithely going "to bed" with organized crime. 


i) The: "givin the 18 October 1960. 
Memorandum 


In this'memo Giancana spoke of a girl who 


was going’ to qECp a pill in some food or drink of Castro. 


| ja 
‘This format is again on contradiction to Ene om 


operation which initially reread On Jeerreeria, an 
eRe tA Mee Coclertey, imental | 


Secistanyin-Castnotenpaineanihiotnrctonadminister 


‘*’ 
Meee 


the=pitrs 


soe ; ; . . ’ : : . : : fice «gaa i eve eae 
- , . . y, & ‘ its : : . . . ‘ See -s ° ’ 
4 P ; : ¥ * = Fos ae gs ad gees rh 
+ ocld: 46 age 75 oe Se ts ied : se es be aN ge Scot 
Li ‘ 2 "os ; es Be Se Se ee. a 7 r Fe “ oe - Some <a , wis 
* . - ‘ : — : : ies ‘ epee ges ‘ fs eR het cus is 7 ate wr eat eg ce Ba, 2 
‘ 2 te ae z a+ “~ art . use aude . < . > 3 4" = . a pa > Soa Be. 3. vial = Ta, aa 1 $ ' tts 7; "0 oi i ec BALMS | te erg 7 
ie ee Oe bats hy Ss Soa ce % mig we ea ge st SE A See ae Cape ay Re ie Se Maes Sewanee ae a rele ee OE eet re ADE P eae Cue 1 Sob Cee tle eta ae tile eran tee Gata Ue Bee lead an 








The Pasa yNGe this"girl"referred to by 
Giancana has not been ascertain but it is reasonable 
to assume that Trafficante ise in he prime position 
to eScrune a mistress of Castro because of his numerous 
contacts in the Cuban gambling and prostitution 
circles. - , 
Pre es ee routinely maintained Cuban 
mistresses uc Trafficante was a typical sees. 
A witness also informed the Committee that Castro 
customarily arrived at the Nacional Hotel unescorted 
: a —t9i—- 
45 Gistt-one- oe tis peramours. ell. This indicates 
oe it may have been relatively easy fOr Trafficante 
~ to have arranged eae a young woman to service Castro 
and to attempt to pQEsoy him. secneeaneneie.. the use 
of a girl is quite nos Gat and further supports the 
involvement of organized crime in an independent plot 
me Kidd Castro. | | = 
J) Articles on Frank Sturgis 
As indicated in Section It Paul Meskill Or. 


the New York Daily News wrote several articles in 


‘ 
ola 


1975 and 1976 concerning activities of Frank Sturgis. 
These articles (further eae Week) Ene theory that = 

. ION? J 

organized crime was cowed in independent Castro 


assassination plots: 


Pe Oe eee os 
BO ee a, 
Boge . 


Fan ee aE ET a Te Meg eee eee a Me rat Lee at RN EE EN TE I TOR I TN Ee ee eg EOIN CIS Me EOL TOT OT I LN CITE OT I oe ee tse 





tae tn we 


a tee at Nem ee erie : , 
~*e ese 2 Beoom 7 bs Lad weet ees = 
ee OE! ty pe en eee 
| ; ; bad late ee) =~ 
: ete Ne 
wr, 


“ 


ant 


ne 7 a Moai ee 
al The Committee consequently agrees with the ~~ | 
a ae ak 5 | S 
Cue) oO | CHP assertion that the nGHEY "may have been - a 
: a? e fL, ; 
syle eo gs piggy- Baeiahe on the syndicate and in addition to , 
ee FE / 
si | is: its material contribution was. also supplying an aura /f- 
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The following smaiiecuataolin wie. tek 


- 


das us) 
SE 


this theory and more thoroughly Pespon to the allegations 
in the Meskill articles. 

First, organized crime probably initiated 
independent assassination plots against Castro prior 
to any CIA involvement in late 1960. ‘Such plots may 
have been an de uoaress when the CIA reactivated its 

-plans to kill Castro in April, 1962. 
Second, organized crime could quite. possibly 
have been directing activities ‘such as those Geseriued: 
in the New ‘York rk Daily News article. >| 

Third, Frank Sturgis most probably established 
contacts with Gudanized crime through his gambling 
associations and probably was used by them in some 

‘capacities. This does not imply that he was. a member. 


of organized crime. 


~ 


ne 
* - 
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- Forth, Frank Sturgis erobania cen Cacale 
and could have been involved with pain) aan ae cee ast 
“pion. plot: eines Sturgis is not a reliable eaueee, 
however, his wise tone are suspect. 
| Fifth, according to the committee's review of | 
aa available evidence, the CIA was not “involved, 
in any operations with ans pM. late 1960. 
Sixth, Starccs = not necessarily involved with 


the CA o (Priv 


Lorenz or @sea in a plot to kill ager - may ia. 


va CA wl (Rem 


learned of plots, involving eS HE possinty Lorenz 
a 0 0 [Pret 
in Miami after @rte arrived there in 1965. 
Additionally, the ‘April, 1975. Meskill. articles 
© not relate the eee Lorenz plot to kill Castro 
with poison pills. It is only ioe the publication 
of the SSC Interim pepOrt in November, 1975, and the 
Final Report in April, 1976, that Meskill describes 
this plot. Thus, Sturgis m A nave combined accurate 
QL CA no [Re if 
information ehuatned from a on ener Maimi- sources | 
with the facts ‘the SSC peesonKen and then fabricated 


| UL tChy 
the Lorenz | story together with sthex evidence wel. 


as the 18 October memo, /stsioh can Woucceed Vntoztunately 


in a both logical and believable. 
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k) Implications Arising Boni Phase Two of 
the Cele | 


Sienteiesnt differences are sieuens pisos 

s Phase One and Phase Two which reflect upon organized 

eeineic ae eaos a seriousness iw ears: 

its part of the bargain originally initiated in 1960. 
First, an Phase One, Roselli and his colleagues 

demonstrated their ability to execute the contract °. 

on Castro by naming oe source who was, indeed, 

“ina position close to Castro. | In hess, Two ‘the. modus: 

operandi and the ability a the assassin Or Bee ectae es : 

oe ie Fg ove ley hy. 

becomes quite vague. Harvey a ee that bs aad 

had an asset in cuba who had access to someone in ae 

ee eee which ‘Castro iki aaa who eoure administer 


— | OE 
the poison. “i? In gune, 1962, ‘Rose 14 reported to Harvey 


aera @ ye 
t Yesona | had ‘dispatched a ‘three man team to cuba 

to recruit persons to kill Castro,’ or to “GlD- him . 

themselves, maybe with poison pills, i1£ the pose canes. 
202" oa — 203° 

arose. !F Harvey said they had no apeeh rie plans. 
Second, as already imdgeatea:,. ‘the cast. of the 

organized figures involved changed. Maheu, Giancana, 


and Trafficante allegedly retired from the ‘scene, with) 
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poe RS 
‘a ‘Maceoy assuming the position of Trafficante. 


a Wn Opie eyW “+ 
Roselli and Werétia remained. The Committee agrees 


~~ 


with the CIA that these Pigineass at least Trafficante 

na Giancana, were kept informed of the progress ee” 

the plots. | | | 
What is puzzling is the introduction of a 


person see 4 referred to as; "Maceo into a highly - 


eal . te 
sensitive and covert CIA oles ce without any = 


baa 


aopeneae abtanpe By the CIA to sheer his background 
or ascertain his identity. Tt seems: extraordinary” 
"+ + | * that the CIA would propel the plots: forward without 


performing any security check. Indeed, it seems 





-Imore logical that at least Roselli and Harvey did 


ae 


ascertain the identity | of Maced | and for whatever 





reason decided to withhold this info ees ne Further, 
| atl | A eee a seeks (© Saw COX] jie” e ahtt-- BRAN ATM BS ONE, Fee a, 
Len “although th pee ee ton involved Vomone, when : 
- | aeemeemenmerton é oe 
i eens aE hea Ne Sage te ENTE OI v7 : - | 
i c Trafficante recruited in Phase One , it seems xeasonable nef 
f _ % 
i : ‘ -to assume that some of Pye individuals in Phase One ii 
: oe 
a bs ; 
i 4 were actively attempting to kill Castro after the ‘Bay ; 
bs a iN 
: ‘ of Pigs and probably until the’ advent of Soviet 3 
\ | | i 
a SOIate eaion. . These efforts, hevecen: ee yellovr ; 
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have been conducted’ without CIA knowledge and 


again support the theory of independent organized 


, ae 2, Gecie. 
/: ¢rime plots. -? Crt + p- T- bee: 


ae A related issue is whether “phases” actually 


er * e rae 
existed or whether the operations to kill Castro 


eu SOMpas sea: a continuous time ported: As Peeve CuSty 


indicated, the CIA pueecutone that the plot was 


XO 
dormant Peon the Bay of Pigs until Harvey assumed , pe a 


a 
“TV 
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direction in the spring of 1962. 


7 a 
Pac Gonine | | stated, however, that Hates "took: over & on 
cr ans 
: oa 
a going operation." considering that Roselli was. oA 


Te Otte mney NM ate 4, 


Vable £5 immediately> nebtiaee his forces in “1669 in 


oe ne ere pe nn ee mail 
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GR characterizes Macco as Roselli! S man, it 1s 
more probable that Trafficante, ‘who fad recruited 


all the Cuban personnel previously used in the 


attempts and who maintained: the most complete network 


individual. EE this. speculation is accurate, ‘then it 


displays Trafficante again performing a aaesee fol 
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7 (during Phase Lig a function every source has denied. 
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| During late 1962 and early 1963 Phase Two 
pA ner vin ahem aray 
“af Ungeamar rca r sy and slowly Yerminated. In retrospect, 
the ambiguous modus operandi, the lack oS identity 
of. the potential assassins, tne total reliance of 
Harvey ‘on Roselli for any information, “and the : 
seemingly apathetic desire of the CIA to corrdborate 
any information from Roselli all converge to posit the ~ 
theory that organized crime was not ‘seriously attempting 
to assassinate Castro after following the solidification 
| of Soviet. influence in ae Castro regime. mene el Gente: 
Lansky, and other Cuban casino owners must neve realized 
by the mid-1962. that the goneen goose" of Havana | 
had laid its Last egg, and that fortunes were to be _ 
made elsewhere. Certainly, history shows growing” | 
Lansky influence in the Bahamas and Las Vegas} | 
Trafficante projects in the Dominican Republic, and 
burgeoning bolita operations a0 Florida arising from 
the influx of Cuban exile: Further, organized crime - 
may have determined ehee the new Justice Department 
erackdown, would probably not have permitted the. 
| "wide open" Cuba of the pre- Kennedy era even if the 


United States had eeeanen. in ousting ene Cuban 


regime. Consequently, while the United States. 
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we te ae ree eC Ae Set Biante eset toe Loser tx WO tr ce ES A ee tee eS ne eS pe ee eee em, 


SRR Sean AOnTey the CIA, still possessed a 


_. viable interest in assassinating Seer ey organized 


crime aia not. 


2. Motivation of Organized Crime to be 
- involved in Plots : 


a the reasons pve presented to discontinue | 


- 


attempts to kidd Castro, deganieed crime still had ~- = 


Fm ig 


gm 


gitong Dhnantdve’ te. Bering the CIA built. specifically, 


. incentive was to establish a relationship with the 


CIA for subsequent use in thwarting prosecution aoe 


Ve ane | : 
piewsed and thus Gitenting any Justice 


Department proceedings against organized crime. 


The Committee beli Leves that organized oxime, 


while always recognizing the Benerees: of Seee henna 
a relationship with the CIA, GnitiaTiy\ yas, also 


‘seriously interested’ in assassinating Castro to regain 


lost territory. As already indicated, eS Committee 


believes this desire ebbed with the solidification 


of Soviey influence and other Eaceoee: just mentioned. 
“After this occurrance it appears began ced crime may 


only have. put forth. the "appearence: of involvement 


and good faith in the plots to further dette, a 1 
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relationship with the CIA. Indeed, the CIA 


-. prevention of prosecution in 1961 in the Las 


Vegas wiretap incident would have given Maheu, 


Roselli and Giancana confirmation of the value of 


”~ 


such a relationship and impetus for continuing it 


in 1962 even though the assassination of Castro 


may no longer have been a viable alternative. 


- The actions of Maheu, Giancana, and particularly | 
- Roselli in ‘the years following these plots support 


; this neo. As related in Section cial ie these 


individuals actually Ata use nei CIA eee ee 


and now heage of the plots in attempts to wings: 
| | ea : ——2e4- DIE 


The success of some of their efforts verifies the - 


? 


tremendous blackmail potential they possessed. As 


Sam RapECRy the FBI liaison to the CIA, commented in. 


May, 1967, Giancana and Roselli had the CIA "over | 


a barrel" because of "that operation" and he deubtca 


that the FBI would be able. to a6 anything about either _ 


Giancana or Roselli because ‘Of "their previous 
2O5- 7 


It is eis that at least one group benefited 


“fron pee ears of ne: assassination, plots. 


3; pees eee Theory | 


The Committee found no evidence that these 


wai tetias- a? ta : Pe ee eer era ae re ome Meee rd -_* es ‘ 7 andy Cee ee re es a - an ee ae Nee . ete ay cae ae tie em ee ene eR Pemaeme: het 


operations provoked Premier Castro to assassinate 
President Kennedy in retaliation. 
. The Committee ae has ound no evidence that 
Castro knew of CIA sponsorship ~e these Bee ee 
or even knew of their existence prior to the ee 


of President Kennedy. yen Lf Castro did ancesuee 


their existence, however, the Committee does not 
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| In an article in the Washington Post on | 
September oy 1976, Anderson revealed that ex-CIA. 
agent William Harvey, attorney Baward P.: Morgan, 
.and reputed mobster John Soseiie were fe sources. 
| The Committee has. determined that John Roselli was 5 the 


| person ane informed Harvey and Morgan about ane plots 


and the VePaiaatien: json nie. oni one source, * 
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Even assuming that Castro did ascertain 


; the existence of the CIA-organized crime plots and 


_ that the CIA BEODSOECE them and ignoring the Committee's 


\ belief that Roselli fabricated the retaliation theory, | 


Cie. Committee still believes it is unlikely that 


Castro would Rave resorted £o assassinating the 


President of the United States in retaliation for the 


reasons indicated in the AMLASH bortion of the Issue 


Analysis section. Specifically, these reasons are: 


1) 


By. 


3) 


the prospect of exposing Cuba to 


invasion and destruction would not aoe. 
been vote the risk; . | | 


the act of eee ee a iéadex: does” not. , ef 
: necessarily change the aes 5 Eat a argued Ua 


| Castro may pe recognized that anons) ste 
the leaders of the United StatesAKennedy 


. . Maintained the least hostile approach 


4) 


i 


' towards ewes and 


the growing prospect of detente ieereea 
Cuba and the United States would have 


refrained Castro from eeeaven ae an 


" American official. 


Related Organized Crime Activities 


ph ditiongv 


the Committee reviewedAevidence Pia ees 


raises the poset ey that, various | organized ae 


WEA DE 
figures involved in attempts to assassinate Castro/were 


unrelated to the CIA. 7 
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To ascertain more OMe about organized - 
crime's knowledge about Castro assassination plots, 
the Committee investigated Norman Rothman, who ° was active 
a operating various casinos in Cuba before the Castro 
takeover and who consequently maintained associations 
with organized crime and eieiieea weciie., | 
"At various times, Rothman served as manager of 
| the Sans Souci and Copacabana Clubs. in Cuba sniaiiat dies 
See yello p. 149 ee interests of. the Mannarino brothers of Pittsburgh. al 
| “FBI files on Rothman indicate that a ‘proposal 
to -kill ‘Castro was mage re ey a "quid pro quo" 
“in which Rothman expected to avoid imprisonment for _ 
a 1960 wa running ee ee FBI interview, 
‘Rothman stated that he had been in "personal menniee | 
with White House attorney Harry pale Wilson, - as well. 
as Assistant Attorney General John Liegenthaler ,. both 
of Washington, D.C." and members of the Kennedy — | 
Administration.77° | +8 | 
Ina deposition to the committee taken in 
en on April 16, 1978, Rothman expanded on ene 
theme to include a series of mysterious telegrams 


sommoning — ‘to the White House for a series of two. 


or three meetings which Began in Attorney General 
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Kennedy’ S office with meee OE his staff and 
‘Sener waa in a ‘conference room where Rothman's 
assistance in-providing contacts inside Cuba was. 
321 SO | 
explored. At the last: meeting eens oo that: 
"one of ‘them happened to discuss jas 
assassination of Castro/with me, but not 
in a technical way. You know, just in a 
casual way. That is about it. I cannot 


for the moment remember it word for word. 
because it is too far back."QAwe | 


\ see eaiey Ds 15 
| The evidence suggesting such an approach by Robert 
‘Kennedy is entirely uncorroborated and makes no sense 
when viewed in: Light of the Justice Department crack- ~ 
down on organized crime. Further, it seems extremely 
“doubtful, that any meeting with Rothman on this ee 
would have occurred at the White Hotise. Consequently, _ 
the Committee believes it highly unlikely that such a 
event occurred. ie 

The Committee also reviewed evidence ween 
indicates that organized crime man naue been aware of - 
the AMLASH operation during its existence. 

The Jer IGR Sdeneseiea wee name “Links between 
the AMLASH operation and the organized crime operation. - 

+h 2 Galas 

The IGR did not sufficiently analyze, however, "that if 


the common denominator in two of the links was Santo 


Trafficante. 
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a) Link .One 
In March, 1961, the CIA received information 
that a ions ranking aero figure. in the Castro 
| Sin ioe ¢ Me rT) os Ake. ts 
'. regime ,and a foumex—persorelseoresary ot Castro. 


both wished to defect. The military officerwas. 
Coptco Sena. eer” . | a4 











Rokendextobdassecetes—(ANLASH—and~theiosmene 3 

SOCK ELA LYeWASemht wmnthomopemaibiwemtise dain 

RpdseclnofetheCih~ eganizedackimesphots. As already — 
revealed Oo 


indicated, the /&5+ 1B docoment ae aay re- 

Kg Caos _ ce : j 
cruited Bae Gre . 

The Committee . deterpined ‘enae other than, 
: - Ne Chu. 0 (fren) | 

the Poin cones of both Sasa and AMLASH nanos 
oe 
infiltration at the same time theve is noma: to- 
suggest a | relationship Perucew che two: men in attempting _ 
to assassinate Castro, not a common denominator es 


Dp peencen tes Roselli, Giancana or any | ‘other members 


of the American ta syndicate. This ‘Tink. dis — » 


~ 7 


)y Link Two - 
In mid- March, 1965, Rafael Garcia Bongo, a noted — 


Cuban Lawyer apes brother occupied the prestigious 


els oe Minister of Sports | pee! Cuba, contacted CIA 
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station personnel in Madrid. to inform the agency 


_. that "he was in contact with a group of military 


officers who were planning to kill. Castro” (1967 


3 , aoa 
LsGs REPO P- Vs It quickly became a to CIA” 


employees that Bongo’ S reference was $e: exttre and ene 


group of military men who were allied with him in attempt— 
| 2296 eGR Ye TEE 
ing) to aseese Castro. Although the T26+ and pee, 
Raacndin§ Gt 
Repose are silent ee % attitude toward Bongo' S 
thee CUE 
intention, it must be assumed that cen cto not 









ECepene affirmatively, since the AMLASH operation was 
in Seegeess at the ie and Aeeine was in the Steuuae.* 


of. delivering arms caches to Gwisedals people within 


Cuba. 


Interestingly, eee 4 dentitiea himself to Agency 
«Ce AL sadn E 
personnel as a Lawyer, 2 the Capri Hotel and Casino | 
ge rs - 
in Havana ,who had been jailed i July 1975. “for a 
period of 75 days, allegedly as a SepEraGe for 
. ope | 
representing Santo Trafficante. . pou: S utilization 


of the short prison vera to establish his "bona fides" 


is questionable as Trafficante was in jail SL 


August, 1959. For the ‘Cuban governnent to wait for. BR 


years to peace retribution for oak representation makes : 
[ Pas 


ae"sense. Possibly; Bénee was involved in approaching 
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station personnel in Madrid. to inform the agency 
. that "he was in contact with a group of military 


officers who were planning to kill Castro” (1967 


aot 
I.G. Report, p. ). It quickly became clear to CIA’ 


@2 | 
employees that Bongo's reference Mp note eee. ae the 


group of military men who were allied with him in attempt- 
2aF Gh ee Tee 
ing to depose Castro. Although the T2e* and Sipe 
| RAGA diin§ ae 
hovers are silent Sree! attitude toward Bongo? S 
| io 
neocnetion, it must be assumed that a ca not 








respond affirmatively since the AMLASH operation was 


in progress at the time and Artime was in the process 





of delivering arms caches to @wbeeberks people within 
Cuba. 
Interestingly, Bongo jdentified himself to Agency _ 
Ce 424 A SAAC 
personnel as a lawyer, Spas the Se as Hotel and Casino 
Gs 
in Havana ,who had been sailed ii July 1975 for a” 


period of 75 ee allegedly as a reprisal for 
representing Santo Sadie Bongo's utilization 

of the short prison cece = establish his "bona fides" 

is questionable as Trafficante was in jail during 

a ae For the Cuban government to wait for Pre 
years to exact retribution for that representation makes _ 


teas 
wey *sense. Possibly, Bongo was wage mee in approaching 


HW 53080 Docld: 32273546 Page 92 


the castro government in 1962 on wpNeeneanta’s S 
| behalf FOS permission to reopen the Capri. casino. 
Bongo" Ss trip to Madrid apparently taeolved more 
than a contact with the CIA for he was arrested for 
counterfeiting and held until his old client, Santo. 


Ye KLE Mit AS Aes 
Trafficante, arrived with a sSiukweienskdbso 


Fat ger a 





a ane 


_ to obtain his ee me re was ogi. 
aah Cuba, at an “unspecified ‘later date, where 
he SteCe | 
One aspect of the Bongo- -Trafficante relationship 
in Madrid deserves fuller treatment although it is 
doubtful that anything more than- supposition can. result 


' from further exploration. AS already faa toacea: ne has 


been. reported by Jack Anderson that 





secret source until his death, aia Roseitl ‘naa reason 
to eer ee aenat cubans“6FTginaliy wecrusted,by Santo 
Trafficante to kill a were "turned around™*and 
sent back to ene united States where they were dixectly 
involved in the assassination of President Kennedy. 
Et this line of hypothecation is eas gan then the 

: trip to Madrid by Ponge, could assume some sinister 


cease 
implications such as - the possibility that a oe S 
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: 1 ote ean _ a ta Wis "4 ri oe - ee fa * -- sy rn er ie : wet “ r ma 
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real purpose in contadting the Madria Seton aac 
to act as a a double Sa one tor Castro in wenuauing 

- ‘the nature ana scope of the AMLASH operation. Castro 
certainly became aware of the Artime meetings ea 
Cebeber in the fall of 1964 since the list of sieeges 
‘upon which GeETT went to trial in 1966 ‘began with 
these Madrid meetings: Lf Castro had begun his 


suspicions of — role with the CIA aucine 





late 1964 or aang 1995, it is likely that he cau 


have begun counter-intelligence measures to confirm his 


oer. : fears which could have led to Castro sending Bongo 
: wate 4 tor ; ; ; mre | 
aA. eee = to Spain 46 contact the Agency. Given Teaffieantets 
t 
haga ERCEHE (e—-7  - ASSOE 1m es 
sae bhp CLOS Cbd OG—EO-BONGE, it can be ponheiaeed that 
‘ poe Car 61 CELA 7 os Losin fe f A weet the a ; 
wh A - * te eee ew aree of Bongo's true mission prior 
oh owe ; vs 2 
ee es | 7 
ragga elt a ~ to his departure or became knowledgeable when he pailed 


balan, Meme uh eg . 
4 iz ork ede ae ed 
¢ . . 


him out of jail in waaria. Pp 


FY Pcl 
= ile th Nd 6 Sn AOS eg seem oe 
Oe nad 

Pp eal 


toe ee * 


: <--\Trafficante also could have received news ‘of 
NL ¢ 
A ties with ‘the Agency through his close 
associate Jorge Nopeegae who. was described by eorge 
crite in his Washington Post article (circa 8/17/76) 
) | a rma Adi! 
| ) as "having worked. with the se was in Creal s 


student revolutionary group in aaa. and always . close 


to traf ficante." 


c . ’ ? ¢ . i, 2 > 
: ‘ i ufmr . 2 , . ‘ he . 
$ md . - . ae . 4 : 
; é : ; x F 
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Actually, given the ee of nesee ce saeets 
high-level contacts within the exile communi ty and 
the iewsteyel security in the CIA ene operations, 
it is extremely logical that Gieteieane and other 
members ae the Gndexworid knew, in some senor, 
part or amit coe aie AMLASH plot. the auceerer 
becomes: So what? Short of beans able | ae blackmail 
ane government about ene modus operendi of the 1960- 62 
events, the significance of mob knowledge of AMLASH | 
is not eenaiiy eayede., | 
haere, | es Loe on 3 _ 
Afffrafficante was a double agent, working for 
‘the CIA but actually supplying information to Castro, 
then another scenario emerges. It is then logical : 
to assume that Castro knew of the AMLASH and cIa- 
“organized crime operations from their inception. 
AS mentioned earlier in this. aes, Trafficante 
could have ee a sanctuary and assistance oe: 
Sneed contre r ens for ‘Such information. As oreo 
discussed earlier, Roueex: ‘the Committee believes 
chat even if. Castro had knowledge of CIA sponsorship | 
of Sits against oe life, that this would not have 
- provoked ar to kill pEceidsnt Kennedy. The benefit 


of contemporaneous knowledge of the plots would be 
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to neutralize their effect. CouScauentsy? the H 


Committee believes that any contacts between 
~ 4 Q NECeEsa ri by : 
; | AMLASH and songs Gees nota effect the untenability 


of the peta on theory. 
c). Link three 


The SSC noted nae information contained in the 
> a Oe OE ae ? 
4 


TASER From "A, spimocaHicrnande:,, raised 





the possibility ae a link existed between the 


AMLASH operations and the 1960- 62 coi pies, to. 

: > 2 

assassinate Castro using underworld contacts: 
Stas 

A review of the ee. report does not 


sustain ie. Senate’ S conjecture in that there is no 
available evidence ies in the Pee & suggest 


that "A" (a had knowleage of, 





or “involvement with, any of che syndicate or Cuban oS 
“exiles who. participated in Phase: I or II of the ’ 
CIA- -Mafia sedans nation Bees during 1960- 62. What 
Book V did was to seize upon oe. (1967! Ss ‘tentative 
Paankeeicsticn ae "name Links" “between. ne 1960- 62 


organized operation and AMLASH intrigpe, and expand 








- . 
. 7 ; . so: - : . g ~ «, 
. n : Pate loan Si . : ’ 7 oo. -- . aR! ie _ “. ’ a) a2) cea a es , 
. * - 2 > : ai 4 "a F oie See : ae . , : 7 ys 
. ". - ed os : he - 2 : ae . es cs =. ae ee ae ee + . 
. F - - . ets . : : eee, rts tes : Se. St, ak feo ey 
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as Aad freA Ps 


ane, Victor ‘Espinosa, jeaas: ony to the inference that. 


- 


the amorphus nature of those "name links," which 


included "A," into a theory that. "A" was. the 


conduit through which the Syndicate became knowledgeable 
of both the AMLASH operation and the initial CIA 


efforts to eliminate castro. 7 


‘The only’ solid faeeasd basis for Book ee pee, 
in between AMLASH and the 1960-62 CIA syndicate plots 
is based upon Victor Espenosa's exile activities 


in June-July 1963, which Book V examined. ie 


CIA files contained at least some FBI Bd cae on "Ay 
he Cuban exile who was involved in transporting 


explosives: to New eeieans. in 1963. These | foe decay . 


his involvement with anti-Castro exiles and "underworld: 


figures" who were operat sid ie guerilla training 


camp, in New Orleans in July 1963. 


The "underworld Pe ee Ss reference relates ta 
Michael and William McLaney who have been considered 
organized crime affiliates by some ae ‘Cpe secre ac and 


~ 


media personnel. (See profile) Again, however, no 


"evidence from any ‘source places McLaney into the early 
Fos a to kill Castro or into the AMLASH operation. | 


oR review of the wanes puEy 1963 Series of McLaney 


nm 









+> 
-~ 
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their operation was a private limited venture . 


with no agency or syndicate support and very little 


chance of success. 


Moreover, the link ibieen matenns, Espinosa 
and the organized crime principals connected to 
the initial CIA Castro plots must be dissected in 
order to make a judgment as to the Likelihood of 
the SSC speculation that the aynaieane held "inside" 
information on gency operations in 1960- o> 

‘Since the Senate did not. attempt to interview 


either of ihe McLaney brothers or Victor. Espinosa in 


1975 nor ask) principals of the. 1960- 62 aoe of their 


Senate! S hypothetical question oF underworld knowledge 


‘of the full aed of CIA Castro plots is based upon a 


‘nininum, ‘of hard data and a maximum Ge free- -wheeling | 


conjecture. 


“knowledge or “relationship to “McLaney or "Espinosa, the ; 


The evidence Linking Espinosa to any known organized 


crime ‘figures consists of his admission to being 


friends with "Cappy" Rothman, Norman Rothman" S son, 


ore a casual knowledge of American gamblers gleaned 


oi His student days of visiting the Havana casinos. 


whe 





Mike nves tie 


's ties to organized crime have 
inves ig ) 





» within federal law 
enforcement agencies since the 1950's but no solid 
evidence has Linked han to Trafficante,-Roselli or 
Giancana, fpince McLaney has been most frequently 
mentioned-as a “Lansky man." To place a witting — 


McLaney into the 1960-62 ene oe oo a series — 






svat nee was a . plotter with 
Eee eene eon : 


(B) MeLaney was’ Lansky's "action" man; and 


Y’ @) the various underworld figures acted 





77 ae xd in concert in promoting anta- Castro 
OO | OFe re en | 
The Committee believes that nope these premises 







¢ 


-areneasil ey es with facts and consequently 
Oe ae . 





does not. place any significance in rhe Victor spinosa : 


Link. 


oe a. AS indicated earlier, eoth Sai Giancana and 
wer eS | John Roselli were murdered é ‘sam Giancana was shot 
ees fisre ec 3 
; ate . | in the basement Of his Sone in Chicago in June, 
ee | 1975, just prior to his. scheduled testimony before” 


the SSC regarding the CIA organized crime plots, 
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|. John Roselli's butchered Bedy was found inside 
-an oil aa which was pisating oo Key piscaune. 
Bay, Florida in August, 1976 which was shoves: 
after his testimony before the SSC regarding the CIA- 
organized crime plots. 

Various theories have surfaced concerning 
“why ehey were killed and who was responsible. one 
theory xelevant to this investigation is that Giancana 

and Resale were killed because of their participation — 
in the Caches assassination | plots and ane SSC SES» 
to elicit information on the plots. .In ‘this 
paged, Trafficante has most_ often been fae nee 
assigned responsibility for ‘the deaths. on ‘the other 
hand, the Justice Department informed the conmi tees: 
“hat at believes that organized | crime : savieeneh aes: 
murders and that the reasons were unrelated to ‘the CIA- 
organized crime plots. 

The Justice Department is still investigating 
both murders. ‘The Committee has not uncovered evidence : 
HES revere to Sei ne these murders. ‘The Connittee 

does believe, however, de a vere, of motivations 
inspired the deaths: ‘These motivations ‘inetedies 
| internal RbuSenE lice esscialie in the eee of 


Giancana, and participation and knowledge of the CIA- 
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organized crime plots. The Committee considers it. 





probable. that Trafficante approved of and 
assisted in the murder§ Of sbednsoeee. John Roselli. 
Trafficante's motivation ~wesda have been bs Giatineas 
a low profile in sommeetion with the CIA plots and 
to prevent disclosure of other singin persons 
involved in the plots as well as other operations 
and activities which an Pee en of the plots 
might uncover. The Committee does not believe that 
such activities were neceesari iy connected to the. 
Suseactustion of President renie i. For “instance, 
jivat Picante may face HAG a cavert Pelee enone wee 


Castro which may have entailed his running contraband 


4 


through Cuba into the United States. ye 
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a although the deaths of Roselli 


ONS D Ores, tae 3 
and Giancana ols sti related 





. the CIA-organized crime spehartona: ea Committee 


NECE SEES 1 { 
does not believe that they arefrelated to the 


deanecenaecon of President Kennedy: 


Iv. CONCLUSIONS a 


The Co makes the following conclusions: 


at AMLASH OPERATION 


1. ‘THE COMMITTEE FINDS NO EVIDENCE THAT THE | 
\ - AMLASH OPERATION PROVOKED .PREMIER. CASTRO. 
| ‘TO ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT KENNEDY IN RETALIATION. 


2% THE COMMITTEE HAS NOT BEEN ABLE “TO ASCERTAIN 


WHETHER THE AMLASH OPERATION. PRIOR TO THE DEATH — 


OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY CAN BE CHARACTERIZED AS | 
AN. ASSASSINATION pea | 


3. ASSUMING THAT AMLASH WAS NOT AN ASSASSINATION 
PLOT DURING THE LIFE OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY AND | 
THAT CASTRO UNCOVERED ITS EXISTENCE AND SCOPE,. 

- THE COMMITTEE BELIEVES IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY 

- THAT CASTRO WOULD HAVE BEEN, PROVOKED IN A 

MANNER SUFFICIENT TO INDUCE ASSASSINATING 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY - RETALLATLON- a, 


4A, “ASSUMING THAT AMLASH WAS AN ASSASSINATION | 
PLOT DURING THE LIFE OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 
AND THAT CASTRO UNCOVERED ITS EXISTENCE AND 
SCOPE, THE COMMITTEE STILL BELIEVES IT IS 
UNLIKELY THAT CASTRO WOULD HAVE RESORTED TO 
-ASSASSINATBATHE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
~ IN RETALIATION. | | ae 


ae THE COMMITTEE BELIEVES THAT ANY KNOWLEDGE ON. 
. THE PART OF ORGANIZED CRIME OF THE AMLASH | 
OPERATION. OR ANY CONNECTION BETWEEN ORGANIZED 
CRIME FIGURES INVOLVED IN THE CIA-ORGANIZED 
CRIME PLOTS AND AMLASH WOULD .NOT ALTER THE 
-CONCLUSION THAT CASTRO WAS NOT INVOLVED IN. 
THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY. 
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B. CIA-ORGANIZED CRIME PLOTS 
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THE COMMITTEE FINDS NO. EVIDENCE THAT THESE 
OPERATIONS PROVOKED PREMIER CASTRO TO 
ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT KENNEDY IN RETALIATION. 


THE COMMITTEE FINDS | NO CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE 

THAT CASTRO KNEW OF THE EXISTENCE OF THESE 

PLOTS DURING THE LIFE ‘OF PRESIDENT .KENNEDY'* 

) PR IF CASTRO DID LEARN OF THEIR EXISTENCE, 
THE COMMITTEE icnaeninet BELIEVESTHAT CASTRO protably 
WOULD HAVE 3 iain cceamaraammaity ae HEM YPH THE 
CIA. — : OO Arteibiied “Td as 


ASSUMING THAT DURING THE LIFE OF PRESIDENT 
KENNEDY THAT CASTRO DID LEARN OF THE EXISTENCE 
OF THESE PLOTS AND THAT THE CIA WAS SPONSORING . 
THEM, THE COMMITTEE STILL BELIEVES IT IS UNLIKEL 
THAT CASTRO WOULD HAVE RESORTED TO ASSASSINATING 
THE PRESIDENT. OF THE UNITED STATES. 






— 


THE COMMITTER BELIEVES THAT ORGANIZED CRIME 
WAS INVOLVED IN ATTEMPTS TO ASSASSINATE CASTRO | 
INDEPENDENT OF ANY CIA OPERATIONS. - 


THE COMMITTEE BELIEVES THAT THE. PRINCIPAL | | 
REASON WHY ORGANIZED CRIME PARTICIPATED IN -THE . 
PLOTS WAS TO STRING THE CIA ALONG AND THUS. 
FOSTER A GROWING RELATIONSHIP WHICH COULD . 
SUBSEQUENTLY BE EXPLOITED TO PREVENT PROSECUTIONS 
OF THE ORGANIZED FIGURES.INVOLVED IN THE eee 


THE COMMITTEE BELIEVES THAT JOHN: ROSELLI USED 
THE FACTS OF THE CIA-ORGANIZED CRIME PLOTS TO 
FABRICATE THE RETALIATION THEORY IN EFFORTS 


TO PREVENT HIS PROSECUTION IN LEGAL MATTERS. 


al 


